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The sooner 
you figure out that 
looks can only get 
you so far in life, 
the uglier you 
probably are! 
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Letters and 
Tomatoes 


FRUIT GALOOT VE y 


I have been a fan of MAD for a while. I've only had one problem: 
Letters and Tomatoes. Why should you call it that? Everyone HATES 
tomatoes. Your ridiculousness must stop. Only smart people name 
it “Letters and Tomatoes.” The Usual Gang of Idiots should call it 
“Letters and Lemons.” We all know you secretly want to call people 
“Lemons.” Plus, tomatoes are so...not funny. Lemons are funny. 
“Letters and Lemons” all the way! 


Eric Wolos + Jefferson, NJ 


Wolos is Me — We were intrigued by your assertion that lemons are funnier 
than tomatoes, so we ran a little test: we put a tomato next to a lemon, and 
waited to see which one would make us laugh harder. While the tomato was 
HILARIOUS (for some reason it made us think of this joke about a nun and 
two penguins — also, the little green thing on top looked like a silly hat) the 
lemon just sat there like a stupid yellow jerk. Still, obnoxious as the lemon 
was, we still found it less annoying than your letter. In the spirit of together- 
ness, however, how about a compromise? Enjoy the new, improved Lemons 
and Tomatoes section! Or don't, you stupid Lemon, you! —Ed. 


On a recent jaunt to Mexico (which may or may not have involved the 
purchase of illegal pharmaceuticals and/or bootleg iPhones — details 
remain sketchy) Al Jaffee spied this Alfred mural at a local carnival! It's 
a heartwarming reminder that, no matter where you go, stupidity is the 
international language! 


Photo by Neal Germain 


Brian Posehn is a funny and creative comedian — so we were 
saddened to find that he is also a treacherous, unscrupulous 
rip-off artist! How else to explain the poster and title for his 
latest comedy special? Look familiar? It's pretty reminiscent of 
a certain brilliant, groundbreaking blog post from The Idiotical, 
wouldn't you say?!? We knew that this innovative post would 
be very influential and have lasting effects on the world of 
comedy — but this still hurts a little. 


BRIAN POSEHN 


Posehn's shameful simulacrum 


Our ingenious original 


ALL WILED UP 


Regarding #23 of The 50 Worst Things About Cartoons in 
#520...as the creator of the ORIGINAL Illustrated Catalog 
of ACME Products webpage, I feel the need to tell you that 
the “E” in Wile E. Coyote is a play on words, as in coyotes 
are known to be “wily” creatures. And since all of Wile 

E.’s cunning and craftiness always leads to failure, it is 
even more humorous. That such a simple joke needs to be 
explained to you clowns is really surprising, given all the 
terrible puns and jokes the Usual Gang of Idiots have come 
up with over the years. You're welcome. 


George P. Markham + Fayetteville, NC 


Markham Asylum — Thanks so much for clearing that up — it's 
an honor to hear from a respected expert in an area of such 
great academic importance! However, your letter introduces 
ANOTHER seemingly impenetrable mystery: what does the “P” 
in “George P. Markham” stand for? It could be anything — 
“peculiar,” “pompous” or “pathetically-obsessed-with-50-year- 
old-cartoons”! And given our unimpressive track record, we'll 
probably never figure it out! But, since we're talking about the 
creator of the ORIGINAL Illustrated Catalog of ACME Products 
webpage, we know that it definitely doesn't stand for “popular.” 
Thank you for taking time from your busy speaking schedule to 
offer your helpful insights! —Ed. 


ROTTEN TO THE 
CORRESPONDENCE 


What should I write in a letter to make it good enough to 
be put in your magazine? 


07 
Kody Hudnall - Pratt, WV SF 


Hudnall Shook Up — Not much, GER 


apparently! Thanks for "writing"! 
— Ed. 


WHAT — ME WORKY? 


I live right next to an art museum, but instead of going there, 
I can't pry myself away from rereading back issues of 
your magazine. Sometimes, I'm so engrossed that I 
forget to go to work. Can you not try so hard on your 
next issue 50 my boss stops threatening to fire me? 


Joshua Busch « Minneapolis, MN 


When Busch Comes to Shove — Geez, we had 
no idea that your boss at the Dippin' Dots 
kiosk in the mall was such a jerk! Oh, we won't 
try very hard on the next issue — believe us! 
But that's not a favor to you — more of a result 
of laziness and limited abilities. Still, we have 
the utmost confidence that you'll be able to get 
yourself fired, despite whatever our next issue” 
is like. Dream big! —Ed. 


~~ 


We recently received 
this snap of Bridesmaids 
director Paul Feig with 
some issues of MAD! 
Paul's such a_ swell 
guy, he not only posed 
for a pic, but he ALSO 
wrote an essay for our 
upcoming book, /nside 
MAD (Published by Time 
Home Entertainment 
and on sale October 
30th!), about what MAD 
means to him! (Spoiler — 
to Paul, it mostly means 
having to pose for 
embarrassing photos!) 


Photo by Vic Arkoff 


CUSTOMER DISSERVICE 


I recently saw an unfamiliar issue of MAD on the newsstand and came 
to a horrifying revelation: my longtime subscription had come to an 
end. I was appalled. I've been reading your mag since I was a kid and 
had a subscription that dated back nearly 20 years. Somehow it ran 
out. Worse still, it had taken me over a year to notice. I think that 
reflects poorly on us both. Clearly this is all your fault for not being 
more aggressive in reminding me that my subscription was ending. Is 
it too much to expect an in-person visit from a MAD representative? 


Ed King + Allegany, NY 


King the Merciless — No, it is NOT too much to expect! As a matter of fact, 
Senior Editor Joe Raiola is en route to scenic Allegany at this VERY MOMENT! 
In addition to reminding you to renew your subscription, he'll regale you with 
tales of his wayward youth, detail his fascinating theories on changing hat 
styles and even show you the occasional Daily Show clip on his iPad. Enjoy the 
new subscription — and best of luck on getting him out! Senior Editor Charlie 
Kadau stayed so long at a subscriber's home in Lafayette, Indiana that he 
established sguatter's rights! —Ed. 


In a recent issue of Esquire, Jimmy 
Fallon talked to the magazine about 
his show being rerun on Esquire's 
new channel. 


E OST Fav NEN ATHE WORLD 


Esa: Is there any other mag- 
azine whose TV network 
you'd rather be a part of? 


JF: MAD Magazine. Because 
I've always wanted to meet 
Alfred E. Neuman. 


Sadly, MAD doesn't have its own 
channel yet. But we hear we're 
next in line to get one right after the magazines Esguire, 
Highlights, Exploding Cigar Aficionado, CAT Scan Fancy, Sports 
lllustrated For Kidder: The Sports Magazine for Margot Kidder, 
Modern Cartographer and, of course, Dirt Wheels. Soon, soon! 


We're sad to announce 
that on March 31, leg- 
endary MAD artist Bob 
Clarke passed away at 
the age of 87. Bob was 
with MAD nearly from 
the start — first contrib- 
uting in 1956 and con- 
tinuing through 2010. 


During his amazing 
career as one of “The 
Usual Gang of Idiots,” 
Bob was one of the 
magazine's most ver- 
satile artists, illustrating 
everything from covers, 
to articles, to Spy vs. 
Spy, to bonus inserts 
for MAD Specials (including the MAD Zeppelin paper model 
and the MAD mobile). Bob's contribution to MAD's legacy 
is massive and he'll be greatly missed. To view some of the 
amazing work Bob did for us, please visit The Idiotical. 


We're on Facebook! You should go there and “Like” us. Go on... 
it'll make you feel good about the Internet! 


facebook 


‘ MAD Magazine 


Letters and 
Tomatoes 


STAMP OF DISAPPROVAL 


I've come to realize that next year will be my tenth year of MAD mag 
madness. In these almost 10 years, I've always wanted to write in and 
see if I could make it into Letters and Tomatoes, but I never could 
think of anything to write. Well, to your dismay, I've come up with 

a guestion. With talk that the Postal Service is soon to be at an end, 
how will you fulfill subscriptions? 


Elijah Maier + Lodi, CA 


Maier McCheese — That's an excellent question! Forward thinkers that we 
are, we anticipated just such a problem! So, in preparation, we've been gradu- 
ally declining in quality over the last 60 years. If all goes to plan, in the next 
six months, our product will be so inferior, we won't have any subscriptions 
left to fill! Now that’s some good, old-fashioned American planning! —Ed. 


THE BRAVE AND THE OLD 


I just renewed my subscription for two years. Maybe NOW you will 

publish my letter. I have lost count how many times I have written but 
I am going to be 78 and I think I began when I was 60. I am still waiting 
to get an answer to my eternal guestion: WHO or WHAT is Fundalini? 


Shirley Sax « Morton Grove, IL 


Unprotected Sax — We're intrigued that you've been waiting 18 years to find 
out what Fundalini is — especially since we've only been running Fundalini 
for the last nine years. Still, that's a long time to wait for the answer to your 
guestion. Thank you for your patience and thanks for writing! —Ed. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Diane Nelson President 


William Gaines Founder 
John Ficarra VP & Executive Editor 


EDITORIAL 

Charlie Kadau, Joe Raiola Senior Editors 
Dave Croatto Editor 

Jacob Lambert Associate Editor 


ART DEPARTMENT 

Sam Viviano Art Director 

Ryan Flanders Associate Art Director 
Doug Thomson Assistant Art Director Administration 

Lana Limôn Production Artist Anne DePies VP — Strategy Planning & 


Contributing Artists And Writers Reporting 


” Amit Desai Senior VP — Franchise 
The Usual Gang of Idiots Management 


Geoff Johns Chief Creative Officer 


John Rood Executive VP — Sales, 
Marketing & Business Development 


Amy Genkins Senior VP — Business & 
Legal Affairs 


Nairi Gardiner Senior VP — Finance ni 
Jeff Boison VP — Publishing Planning 
John Cunningham VP — Marketing 
Terri Cunningham VP — Editorial 


READER ALERT 


Do we have some treats for you! If your letter was printed, you're 
getting a whole bunch of excellent stuff: a copy of the book Bazooka 
Joe and His Gang, courtesy of our pals at Abrams ComicArts, Angry 
Birds/Star Wars Millennium Falcon Bounce Game AND Angry Birds/ 
Star Wars AT-AT Attack Battle Game, courtesy of our buds at Has- 
bro Inc.; Bob & Ray: Keener Than Most Persons by David Pollock, 
courtesy of our amigos at Applause Books, a DVD of American Mas- 
ters Mel Brooks: Make a Noise, courtesy of our compadres at Shout! 
Factory; and a DVD of Justice League: The Flashpoint Paradox from 
our homies at Warner Bros. Home Entertainment. If your letter wasn't 
printed, don't sweat it — these items are all on sale now! 


MAD #523 is on sale August 27! 
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GUY VS. GUY 


Iam eleven and wanted to tell you that I love Spy vs. Spy. I 
also wanted to know if you wanted an extra drawer to help 
you draw Spy vs. Spy for your magazine, I would love to help, 
because me and my brother are Spy vs. Spy’s biggest fans and 
we hate and try to hurt each other like both Spies do. 


Ian Hall « Masontown, PA 


lan is Believin' — What a touching story of MAD fan-dom...and 
a disturbing tale of sibling rivalry. Some day you'll look back and 
wonder where things went wrong between you and your broth- 
er... and realize that it was probably when you put that spring- 
loaded box of robotic spiders underneath his chair. Or when he 
stole your top-secret jetpack plans and filled your wall safe with 
bees. Thanks for reading! And best of luck getting him to play 
ping pong on a table that's actually a giant mousetrap! —Ed. 


THE OUOTABLE MAD 


The musician, lecturer, and self-described “King of Partying” 
Andrew WK recently added to his long-running Twitter list of 
“Party Tips.” While we're pleased to be associated with angry 
neighbors and late-night vomiting, we have to wonder if Mr. WK 
has ever been to a party. After all, parties are for fun, laughter 
and good times — the opposite of MAD! 


; ANDREW WK © d~ Follow 


AndrewWK 


PARTY TIP: Read MAD magazine. 
«Reply EF Retweet Ye Favorite eee More 


FOR SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS: Go to the MAD website! 
All you need is your name and zip code to renew, change 
your address, give a gift subscription, check your account 
balance and expiration dates or to request a missing issue. 
Just go to www.madmagazine.com or call 1-800-4MADMAG 
(U.S. and Canada only) or write to P.O. Box 8537, Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8537! Please DO NOT phone, write, fax or e-mail 

our New York office — we're too dumb to help you here! 
HOW TO REACH US: MAD, Dept. 522, 1700 Broadway, New 
York, NY, 10019. Or e-mail us at letters@madmagazine.com! 
All letters to the editor and accompanying photos or other 
materials may be edited and published in any MAD publication 
in any format and will not be returned. 

MAD welcomes reader submissions. Manuscripts will not 

be returned or acknowledged, however, unless they are 
accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope! 

MAD doesn't read faxed submissions! 

Fax MAD at 212-506-4848! 

VISIT US ONLINE! MADMAGAZINE.COM 


Each limited 


edition print 
is 1” X14” 
and bears a 
marking. All MAD 
print subscribers 
now get a 
Each is 
to MAD for 
and their iPad! 
(it’s entirely up 
to you though — 


no pressure!) 


The Fast 5 


STUPID IDEAS 
OUICKLY NIXED BY 
THE NEW POPE 

| 


We let Hostess go bankrupt. 


Chuck Lorre is dragging his feet 
on the North Korean version of 
The Big Bang Theory. 


Rihanna keeps dating a young, 
heartless, violent maniac — 
and it’s not him. 


Obama is giving Socialists a 
bad name. A 
Compromising on the subject of returning 
He's getting tired of only killing the celebration of the Mass to Latin 
his own people. 


Writer; Matt Lassen 
Artist: Sam Sisco 


Rejected Answers to: 
“How Happy Are People Who Save 
$100 or More By Switching to Geico?” 
a GE, 


HAPPIER THAN 

TAYLOR SWIFT 

EMBARRASSING 
AN EX. 


THE PAPARAZZI 
WITNESSING A 
CELEBRITY 
MELTDOWN. 


Replacing the Swiss Guard with 
Argentinean bolo-twirling gauchos 


HAPPIER THAN 
A KARDASHIAN IN 
AN NBA LOCKER STARING INTO 

ROOM. A MIRROR. 


PPIER 
THAN LINDSAY 
LOHAN FALLING 
INTO A PILE OF 


KID'S HAND. 


HAPPIER THAN 
JERRY SANDUSKY 
NING A NOT BEING y 


> 


y -a E ma å 
Riding in the pace car during 
the next Daytona 500 


6 Writer: Matt Lassen Artist: Rick Geary Writer and Artist: John Caldwell 


Eckstein Marks the Spot! 


"And now, Professor, | | ym STG 

Prepare to be { _ “But Dante | I will not tell the media about our love affa 
seemingly killed, did mention | 1 will not tell the media about our love affair. 
only to somehow Legoland by | ] will not tell the media about our love affair 
miraculously name...the | I will not tell the media < 


survive in the Latin name!” | 
next chapter.” f — | 


“With his dying * 


“Bwahahaha,” | breath, the priest 
sneered at last revealed the i 
Mortadello. ancient password 
“Bwahaha- phrase: ‘Orange / 


haha!” j You glad I didn't 4 


say banana?” 
_— y 


| 
“As he looked again at the | 
M in the K-Mart logo, | 
this time from a 75-degree | 
angle, it all fell into place.” | 


» she gasped, shaken to f 
the words carved on the 

y she had misread, and it } 
he'd thought at first.” | 


"No, it can't be! 
her very core by 
pillar. Fortunatel 
wasn’t at all what s 


Writer and Artist: 
Bob Eckstein 
Writer: Jeff Kruse 


REALITY SHOW MASHUPS 
(For When They Finally Run Out of Ideas) 


DEADLIEST | ii E F SANO Peorle 


FISH 
FULL GLITZ 


im” A m 
pe 4 5 6 2 ^M 


ousewives 


Writer and Artist: 
Maria Scrivan 
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OF BEVERLY HILLS 


THe FUNDALINI PAGES 
WHITMAN'S ANTI-ANXIETY SAMPLER 


Klonopin Cluster 

This velvety cacao dark chocolate 
blended with a potent dose of 
pharmacologically active melip- 
ramine and dusted with premium 
butterscotch should be taken on 
an empty stomach with water only. 


Paxil Praline 

With gourmet almond 
nougat dipped in sweet 
Belgian chocolate, this 
scrumptious treat is the 
perfect marriage of 
taste and bipolar mood 
disorder treatment. 


Valium Pecan Fudge 
Hand-selected English 
pecans enveloped in a 
sumptuous, fudge-swirled, 
time-release capsule, 
guaranteed to quiet your 
chocolate cravings and 
reduce the frequency of 
your panic attacks. 


Tofranil Toffee 
Buttery brittle covered in milk 
Bordeaux brings a flavor rich 
enough and an anti-depressant 
dosage high enough to keep 
your sweet tooth satisfied and 
your straight razor in the medicine 
chest where it belongs. 


Lexapro Truffle 
This complex symphony of Venezuelan 


Placebo Peanut 
Caramelized peanut slow roasted to perfection 


and triple-dipped in gourmet Peruvian fudge, dark chocolate infused with bursts of liter: 
so deliciously overwhelming you'll convince Tr nut- se Escital Al Uy eis : 3 
yourself you re not totally denessed: to be savored, but not eaten while driving At 


or operating heavy machinery. 


The Faster 5 


SIGNS YOUR MAYOR 
SMOKES CRACK 


| Inauguration ceremony ends abruptly when he's apparently 
attacked by a bunch of invisible spiders. 


Rejected Fortune Cookies 


i i rtion of 
You will be winded from the exertion ; ; 
opening this cookie, you fat, lazy American. Å å 


- Ter 


Learn Chinese: These chopsticks 


have already been used. 
GE ETF 


2 Office supplies from City Hall keep showing up on Craigslist. 


3 Frequently wakes up in cities he doesn't recognize, yelling, 
“What the — I didn’t approve all these changes!” 
Cookies: Lucie Lang | 
Dreamstime.com 


4 Proposes balancing the budget by stealing all the car radios 
from the next town over. 


The Hart of the Matt-er 


5 Has a shaky moral compass and a seemingly pathological 
need to lie constantly. (To be fair, this is common among 
non-crack-smoking mayors as well.) 


HUZZAH!! tHE TREASURE IS ALL MINE!! 


Writer: Kenny Keil Artists: Evan Dorkin & Sarah Dyer 


Artist: Tom Hart 


Writer: Matt Lassen 


The BlackBerry Z10 vs. 
The Progresso Black Bean 
Soup String-Can Phone 


ke Can Phone 


Provides great apps Provides great appetizers 


Many “strings 
attached” in contract 


Only one 
string attached 


Boots up fast 


Available in 
black or white 
“Souped-up” 
operating system 


Heats up fast 


Available in black bean 
or white bean 


Soup 


Writer: Neil Berliner 


Given the “Fredo treatment” 


Perfect fi Perfect f 
ig plen Fer out on the lake after talking 
"Angry Birds” L^» The Can” back to Lorne Michaels.......5:1 


e Kills self three years into 
his Tonight Show run when 
his ratings are still half of 
what Leno's were............. VL 


* Mysteriously garroted by a 
single long, orange hair......10:1 


+ Sobs to death while being 
serenaded by a 107-year-old Bette © 
Midler saluting his 35-year run 
hosting The Tonight Show.....900,000:1 


Celebrity Cause-of-Death Betting Odds 
JIMMY FALLON 


+ Run down by a Model T driven 
by Jay Leno who, it turns out, 
wasn't so “okey-dokey” with NBC's 
late-night transition plan.....2:1 


OL START-UP SC 


Remember This Pet Komodo Dragon 

From Unaired 1985 Sitcom? 

No reason you should 

* 5 other TV lizards you'd barely recognize! 

More News 

* What Women Think Men Know about What Women Know 
about What Men Think about Women 

* Five Brands of Cyanide to Avoid 


<»> 


a2 

“Shrimp Forks Kill More People than Guns” 

NRA's LaPierre makes up bold statistic out of thin air 

* More mindless clichês to look for on bumper stickers soon 

More News 

e Pillow Fight Aboard Nuclear Sub Ignites Debate over 
Boredom in the Military 

e 93-Year-Old Flasher Evokes More Pity than Anger 


Writer: Jeff Kruse Komodo Dragon: Misad | Dreamstime.com 


a a pe 
Barge Carrying Mannequins, 
Strawberry Jam Crashes Near Pole 
“Not nearly as bad as it looked,” says Captain 
© Other cruel jokes on polar bears 
More News 
© Knighthood for Bassist in Satanic Death Metal Band? Doubtful 
* Competitive Eaters Tell Which Candidate They'd 

Rather Have 50 Burritos with 


http://www. aol.com 


GOP Congressman Embroiled in 

Unthinkable Sex Scandal 

Llamas and/or ping pong balls allegedly involved 

* The easily-imagined acts we always label “unthinkable” 
More News 

* News Not Good for Blind, 3-Legged Kitten Trapped in Minefield 


Llamas: Plsa | Dreamstime.com 9 


THE FUnDaLini PAGES 


SIGNS YOURE TOO FAT TO 
RECEIVE THE DEATH PENALTY A idee 


You're 
actually kind refuse to meet with the 
of excited prison chaplain because 
about that you're already meeting 
last meal with a pastry chef 
a 
Your preferred a Two guards are still 
method of > unaccounted for 
execution: Death på from your last body 


by Chocolate cavity search 


When they throw 
the switch, it smells 
like sweet, delicious 
bacon for miles and 

miles around 


You demand that 
the electric chair 
be pre-heated to 
450 and lightly 
coated with butter 


Years of carefully 
planning a prison break 
are immediately scrapped 
when the mess hall 
announces it's 
“Sloppy Joe Tuesday” 


You're less concerned 
about the governor's 
pardon arriving on time 
than you are about 
that damn Domino's 


R Artist: AI Jaffee 
delivery suy Colorist: Carl Peterson 


RECENTLY REJECTED COMICS 


| Product Placement Circus 
LESE: 
e 


Office Funnies 


Er 


Ben and Jerry™ knew they'd 
need more Excedrin™ washed 
down with Gatorade™ to get 
out of this Smuckers™ jam. 


“I won't be hassling you for sex anymore, Miss Kilpatrick. 


ct'weekend i U ver mishap.” 
My testicles were destroyed last weekend in a lawnmower mishap Writer: Jeff Kruse 
> Artist: Adam Koford 


ZALDETTA: WARRIOR-QUEEN WITH EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE 


TAKE THAT, CONVENIENT 
STAND-IN FOR MY 


K 


WEL 

Day 148: Puffkins remains, agic € 

Will Thursday bring better news? Find out 
ing be 


10 


proaaaaacktiv. 


The number one skin care system for the American Undead. 


Millions of flesh-eaters have 


discovered our secret to fresher- 


Æ | 


looking, less maggot-riddled skin. 


Zombie dermatologists recommend jing 
. . * ti 
Proaaaaacktiv® Solution to their m 
. e TE al 
brain-hungry patients, and Elle KER J 


for Zombies recently awarded us 


549% 
its Rot Fighter of the Year award. . > 
Why? Simply because Proaaaaacktiv* Solution works. Our unique blend 
of tea tree oil, lard extract and lye exfoliates long-dead tissue, clears up 
pesky rat bites and allows for the easy scraping-away of festering, greenish 
skin-flaps. So try Proaaaaacktiv® Solution today — with continued use, 


your flesh will come back to life — even though you can't! 


Order now and get 
our Open Jugular 
Beauty Kit and 

our informational 
booklet: How to 
Make the Most of 
What You've Lost 


Adhesive 
Bandages 


WRITER: ALISON GRAMBS ARTIST: SCOTT BRICHER 


MM YES! | would love to have pus-free skin that 
doesn’t leave my browning, rotted tendons exposed! 
Send me my Proaaaaacktiv® Solution 30-day kit with 
a risk-free 60-day guarantee for only $19.95 plus 
$5.95 shipping, handling and lurching fees. CA, 1A, 
and New Zombie Maryland residents please add 
applicable sales tax 


Payment method: 


[visa [mc 


Charge my: 


Acct. # Exp. 


Signature/Bloody Thumbprint 


Worried about your exposed jawbone? Self-conscious 
about your missing eye socket? By ordering now, you'll 
also be enrolled in the Proaaaaacktiv® Solution Flaccid 
Skin Club. Meet other zombies coping with similar rotting- 
skin problems and share your stories on NoFacebook. 
Membership lasts as long as your reanimated corpse is 
stumbling across the ravaged earth — so act today! 


Pre-Reanimation Name 
Address/Quarantine Zone 


City State Zip 


IF YOU CAN FIND AND OPERATE A WORKING 
TELEPHONE, CALL NOW OR MAIL TO: 
Proaaaaacktiv® Solution 

33 Fortified Bunker Way 

New Boston, MA 04033 


Call now! 1-888-UR-DEAD 


A MAD AD PARODY 


& 

It’s the pre-sold, prepackaged and preapproved prequel to the #1 movie trilogy 
of all time! (Sorry, Mighty Ducks!) Fans of the three Lord of the Rings epics 
have been waiting nine long years to see the next thrilling chapter of the E . a is rer DEFOD SEI 
J.R.R. Tolkien/Peter Jackson opus. Well, it’s a good thing those Hobbit- Å E i å KR TOM EN 
heads have gotten the hang of waiting. There's a whole lot of waiting, and —[ 

waiting, and waiting, not to mention stalling, loitering and dawdling, in... y 


I'm the Slobbit in The Slobbit! Like any 
ordinary Slobbit, I've got a plain face, stubby 
legs, furry feet, and pointed ears. In other 
words, I'm what you can usually expect to 
get on Match.com! But like crystal meth, 
| pack a whole lot of adventure into a very 
small package! Even so, 50 years of doing 
nothing is enough! Just ask Kris Jenner! 
Now I want to break loose and go for a 
really long walk! Maybe that doesn't seem 
electrifying to you, but as a bonus, I get to 
do all of the important work along the way, 
in exchange for 1/14th of the treasure! 


I'm the leader of these dwarfs, but in 
the same way that Yellow Shirt Greg 
is the leader of the Wiggles! It's my job 
to provide the emotional center for this 
guest. Unfortunately, the only emotions 
I ever feel are ill temper, irritation, 
indignation, impatience and irascibility. | 
If an emotion doesn't start with | 
the letter “i,” it infuriates me. Hey, 
“infuriation”! I just got a new one! 


I'm the wizard called Gandoof. I'm 1,941 years old, and the federal 
deficit's worst nightmare — I've been collecting Social Security 
for 1,876 years! My job is to keep an eye on the ominous realm of 
Torpor, and watch for signs of the rise of the insidious and powerful 
Sorehead. What any of that has to do with being the travelling 
babysitter for the Hair Club for Midgets, I have no idea! But we've 
got nine hours to figure it out. In the meantime, I need to practice 
looking bemused. I have to do it for the rest of this movie, and if 


I don't prepare pro 


The magic of 


“| J.R.R. Tolkien’s 


world is that 
every sword, 
every tree, 
every blade 
of grass has its 
own unique 
and fascinating 
story. 


rly, the sly twinkle in my eye could blind me! 


No! But we've got to turn a thin little book into 
a long, long, long trilogy! And also create ancillary 
merchandise to sell! So unless Zombie Tolkien somehow 
comes back and writes us another sweeping epic, this 
is our last rodeo! And your last chance to go to www. 
slobbit.com/shop, and buy your $79.99 limited edition 
collector’s figure of The Neighbor Who Bimbo Runs 
Past While He's Yelling About Having an Adventure! 


There are five wizards in Middling-Earth, just like 
the five vowels, the five senses or One Direction! 
I'm Pederast, the least socially adept of the five. 
You can find me deep in the forest, studying mush- 
rooms, lichens and fungus. Yesterday, I discovered 
two brand new species growing in my hair! 

I'm just happy to go down as a hero in this story. 
Usually a hairy loner in the woods who manipulates 
animals goes on a “must notify” registry! 


DÅ 


as Å 


For the record, I want everyone 
to know that these films are incredibly 
one-sided, and do NOT present 
a fair and full portrait of the orc race. 
To watch them, you'd think that all of us 
are gruesome, bloodthirsty murderers. 
‘| Untrue! For example, when do you ever 
see a depiction of an orc teacher, or an orc 
pediatrician or an orc florist? Other than 


that, though, they're completely realistic! | 


I'm Golfclub! No, you're not! Yes, we are! 
Shut up! No, you shut up! As you can see, 
we has two personalities. Which is two 
more than anybody else in this movie! 
But nobody makes funs of our 
schizophrenia act, or our manga 
eyeballses, or the way we keeps losing 
juicy parts to Steve Buscemi! Because 
when it comes down to it, The Slobbit: 
An Underedited Journey is our 15-minute 
riddle scene, surrounded by two and 
a half hours of rancid dreck! Don't knock 
rancid dreck, though. We loves eating it! 


strange and distant 
land! Colorful 
little people! 
Talking trees! 
Mysterious castles! 
A wonderful 
wizard! 
There’s never been 
anything like this! 


One can immerse himself 
in Tolkien’s rich, detailed 
universe. The good professor 
actually constructed 23 
fictional languages, each with 
a unique vocabulary and its 
own rules of grammar! 
Although when you examine 
them more closely, you realize 
that most of them are just 
regular English with the words 
“teh” and “pwned,” or typing 
a “3” to make a backwards E. 


What 
an 
J idiot! 


This account of Your unvarnished first-person history 

my thoughts and $ is a candid and honest account. My 

personal experi- å favorite part was when Kate Upton and 
Megan Fox fought to make love to you | 


Errorcodel The legendary city where the markets were prosperous 
and the CGI was blurry and indistinct. But lo, came the day when 
a glimpse of a tail and the suggestion of a foot laid waste to that 
mountain vault where the Dwarf-lord hid his gems and gold and 

dwarf porn. And the stronghold fell, and there was great suffering 


and destruction and tragedy for aonce mighty people. But it’s 
all good for you, because after these briefly exciting fire bursts, 


we're doomed to spendithe entire next hour cooling our heels 


inside a dwarf's living room. Say “Thank you, Mr. Dragon!!” 


ences is boring, 
self-indulgent, while you were inventing the iPod! 
I TNS 


My readers deserve 
the plain truth! 


and totally up my 
own butt. I've just 
invented blogging! 


¿E ; 


DAMN YOU, 
NARRATION 
BALLOON! 


Of the seven This Bimbo Gaggings has no bushy Wi The only one anyone needs to know is me. 
gripping || hair festooning his face. And if he's sl White only I am Thorazine Maxishield, son of Thrum, 
“answering | had seven [E son of Sam, son of Flubber. As for our 
the front door” know! A Slobbit doesn't belong with MM dwarfs, but Kd miscellaneous cohorts, from left to right they 
us! And considering how absurd I'VE got MWM are Teeny, Weeny, Hokey, Pokey, Artsy, Fartsy, 
a dozen. Rice-a-Roni, Laffy, Taffy, Oshkosh and B'Gosh! | 
Or possibly from right to left. Peter Jackson 


moments in this 
scene, I think this and useless these other 12 gut- - 
; Suck it, |S 
N obviously doesn't care, nor should you! 


one is definitely i| monkeys are, you can only imagine |= 
in the top two! E ~ Disney! 


él 


It’s ten parts filler, one part meat, 


Too self-indulgent? Yeah. So what? 
| But you'll be there to buy a seat! 


As every freakin' dwarf arrives, 
It's not like there's a complex plot: 
We'll make a mint without a doubt! 


That's how we stretch these movies out! 
But after we've sold you this turd, 


- Let's stay right here, no need to zoom. 
i We'll spend an hour in this room! You'll get a second, then a third! A 
The fanboys drink in every shot. We've got you hooked, you spineless trout. 
That's how we pad these movies out! 5 


Don't show it four times, show it five! Wi A 
As sluggish as a snail with gout. || “Let's go there and get back our stuff!” (ig) 
i | You think one movie'd be enough? NL That's why we drag these movies out! 
27 Ke a 


x 


Fair warning. We've 
all used your bath- 
room to freshen up. 


There's a hairball in 


your shower drain the 
size of a Volkswagen! | 


72 


I have to 
leave now, 
or I won't be 
able to make 
my surprise 
return 
in five 
minutes! 


Grurrlp! 
Great horse 
sandwich! 

I haven't 
tasted meat 
this good 
since I ate at 
Burger King! 


7 


Hold it! Unless 
you surrender, 
we'll kill him! 
But after you 
surrender, 
we'll still kill 
him! And 


This is some 
negotia- 
tion! 

Is this 
Middle- 
Earth, or 
the Middle 


Good plan! 


looked at my rabbit 
and scared him, and 
my rabbit pooped, and 
the poop smelled like 
carrots and fear. 


Gandoof, we must U Then Nekkeddancer U That's not a plan. 
alert the other wizards 
4 that Nekkeddancer 
has returned, then 
enlist the elves and | 
drive him to the south. $ 


It's just a statement. 


Thhhhhpppp! 
EVERYTHING sounds 
like a good plan 
to me. This isn't 
tobacco in my pipe! 


E PRE 


And now, the most thrilling part of any epic guest...the paper- If you're joining us, Bimbo, it's crucial to set 
work! Do you realize the hassle Odysseus faced after ten years of the terms before we embark. Orcs, trolls, 
fighting the witch-goddess Circe, the Cyclops and the entire army dragons, goblins, hellfire — those dangers 

of Troy? He hadn't even saved his receipts! You don't wanna | we can deal with. But there is one vile race 
know the hoops that poor bastard had to jump through just to of subhumans whose cruel scheming can 
get reimbursed for the nails they used to build the Trojan Horse! never be defeated: corporate lawyer: 


Y 


> 


= (e 


== = Wise up! If I let you keep 
Oh, the suspense! | | your horses, you'd be able 
lakka! But even though to safely ride to Errorcode in 
Guess your fake drama came | | three days. End of quest! The 
who? just in time for us, New Zealand Tourism Board 
Did ya it was a little late for |} didn't cut Peter Jackson a tax 
miss our horses! Why'd fg} break so that we could gallop 
you let them die? P 


Look out! Screw the book! /'m only mentioned 
Here comes an once in it! Now I'm in a full-blown 
orc horde that chase scene! Expand! Extrapolate 

you can't find in every passing reference and footnote! 
the original book, Nothing must go to waste! I want to 
sentbya stay on camera as long as I can! 
character who | George Allen & Unwin Publishers! 
originally died in Copyright 1937, 310 pgs.! 
a flashback! All rights reserved! 


Hey, look! Isn't that Bill Hader? — Those aren't ou 


r names! 


Ouick! Hide behind the Oh well, it's time for me to go. 
only object for miles! Let it be known that no rabbits 
were harmed during the filming 
He has an of this sequence. However, I've 
instinctive absolutely murdered the 60 or 70 
strategic other woodland creatures that 
we've crashed into and run over! 


mr SN 
I've been expecting Yeah, great, whatever. 
you, Gandoof. I see Should I care about which 
you've brought Itchy, of you interchangeable 
Scratchy, Herky, Jerky, troll dolls is which? That's 
Dipsy, Tinky-Winky, like trying to keep track of 
Hornswoggle... Taylor Swift's ex-boyfriends! 


What genius decided What a ridiculous guestion! 
we should climb all the You might as well ask 
way up this mountain? why none of us heard the 

How is this route rock giants' thunderous 
any guicker? Why not bashing and crashing way 
just walk around it in advance, before they 
at ground level? were ten feet away from us! 


We are the four inhabitants |] You were right to bring the 
of Middling-Earth who are [Y] news of the Nekkeddancer's 
the most skilled at standing A return to our attention. 
around. But when we stand The threat is so catastrophic, 
around together, our standing I'm seriously considering stroll- 
around power is unstoppable. | ing over to the balcony, and 
Also, unstartable! keel standing around there instead! 
5 AV Te 7 


We'll shows 
el Gaggingses how 


OK! Riddle #1 Herpes! Our A hot dog! 
for you: “You turn! “Part “Each one 


Is ita naked 
albino on a 


We get Wi-Fi down here! 
The answer is that stupid 


A TSA airport 


to get out of take it to bed cat, part scat, | | different, yet | | Willy Wonka “tell me more | | body scanner! pogo stick, 

here, but only when you part sewer always the about...” Internet meme! This game whistling the 

if it can beats do not sleep; rat! Part hair, same. A mil- But will it guessss this could go on theme to Glee? 

us in a game after you give part sand, lion strong, riddle? “Shows your inside for days. 

of Jenga! Or it away, it's still part human yet always from the outside, men sit What am I Hmmph. 
yours to keep.” hand!” ringside at your backside!” thinking of? Correct! 


2% rhyming riddles. 


Microsoft 
Windows! And 
now, if you don't 
mind, I'm going 
to control-alt- 
delete myself! 


“You buy it 
brand new, 
then need to 
fix it. Who 
hates it most 
always picks it.” 


You were angry 
he was with us. 
Now you're angry 
he's left us? It's 
almost as if arbi- 


are here, 
except 
that inept, 
cowardly 
Slobbit who 
abandoned added to 


this story! 


i 


Gentlemen, a toast 
to the success of our 
quest! We headed out 
eventually, accomplished 
nothing and now we're 
somewhat closer! 


trary conflict was P 


Alas, if only we 
had some simpler, 
more direct way 
to travel to that 
mountain. Oh, and 
bye, giant eagles! 


AR — n 


ble to blast 300 goblins with 
his staff, why were we running for our lives 
from a dozen orcs? And why didn't the blast 
hit any of us? And how is it that no matter 
who's against us, or how far we fall and crash, 
none of us dwarfs ever get killed? 


A 
Hey, if Gandoof is a 


Your criticism would sting if 


it weren't coming from some- 


one whose master plan to kill 
a dragon and claim a king- 
dom is to organize a dozen 

jockeys to hike 1,000 miles so 


and see if it's unlocked! 
y W UL I (TN 


I was inexplicably 
rescued by Bimbo's sudden, 
unexplained sword-fighting 
skill against a war-hardened 

opponent! And now I'm 
being inexplicably rescued 
by giant eagles who weren't 
mentioned until we were 
facing certain death! 


Just keep doing what you're doing! 
Someday, they will sing tales of our 
exploits. Epic tales. Poorly plotted 
tales. Implausibly convenient tales 
with logic holes big enough to 


drive a dragon through! 


As with all of our improbably 
timed rescues, you can thank 
Gandoof! He killed the trolls 
who were about to eat us! 
He blasted the goblins who 
were about to kill us! And he 
summoned the eagles that just 
saved us! Makes you wonder 
what the heck he needs us for? 


Hey there, everybody! Remember me? The scary dragon 
from almost three hours ago? Anyway, I'm in the next film. 
So if you want to get a clear view and see what I look like, 

you'll have to buy a second movie ticket! I might be a 
dragon, but you're the schmucks who just got burned! 


S 


See the rising U.S. debt — 
Massive debt! 
Facing Armageddon and without a safety net! 
See it rising, rising, rising 
As we play a deadly game, 
While both parties, not surprising, 
Foul the air while emphasizing 
That the other side's to blame! 
Feel the crunch, crunch, crunch 
Of a Congress out to lunch — 
And a spending spree that's stretched us to the highest level yet! 
Adding debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
To the whopping and eye-popping U.S. debt! 


See us shrugging off the debt — 


Giant debt! 
Trillions added yearly to our sorrow and regret! 
See big corporations hiding 
From the I.R.S. once more — 
It's a gravy train they're riding 
With their profits now residing 
In a bank account offshore! 
What a crock, crock, crock 
With so many folks in hock — 
And the aid we are denying to a jobless, homeless vet — 
Curse the debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
The unceasing and increasing U.S. debt! 


oA 
A 
SAS 


¡0000000000007 


With apologies to 
Edgar Allan Poe, 
to whom we 
owe a debt for 

“The Belis” 


See us dealing with the debt — 
Surging debt! 
Saved from going under by the hefty loans we get! 


See us on our knees and pleading 
AED For some help from the Chinese — 


Just ten billion we are needing 
And it's vital we're succeeding, 
Which is why we're on our knees! 
See us lose, lose, lose, 
Piling up more I.O.U.s — 
And as years go by we find we're getting just a bit upset 
With the debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
The eternal and infernal U.S. debt! 


See the future of the debt — 
Senseless debt! 
Dooming the unborn to thankless years of toil and sweat! 
See the looming devastation 
With the dollar down the drain 
And this once terrific nation, 
Once the cause of admiration, 
Gone the way of Greece and Spain! RS 
See it soar, soar, soar — 
Ev'ry year a trillion more! 
If you still believe we'll pay it off, then, sucker, place your bet 
On the debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
The ascending, never-ending U.S. debt! 


| 
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In the world of white-collar jobs, few things are more dreaded than the “group office greeting card.” For one 
an original, creative and heartfelt thought using the Hallmark card and Sharpie that’s been shoved under 


brief moment, cubicle drones drained of all independent thought and joy by their corporate overlords are pressured into expressing 
their noses. Few rise to the challenge. In our attempt to help, take a look at this prototypical card and learn to avoid the faux pas with... 


Office Greeting Gard Etiquette 


Don’t 
cast 
judgment. 


Keep 
divisional 
differences 
out of it. 


Do not use the 
card to suck up 
to your boss. 
No one ever 
got a promotion 
or raise based 
on their 
greeting card 
message. 


Gettin Sick. Sevves you right 7 yoo never 
VIK SK yorr hands after using the bathroom. 


Bil & 


$ Accounts PAAR 
Eno 1 Maeueting. 
YN 
sags RO Gr 
M A04, 


Le is WACK! 
Wants You to 
e Moge! 


Todd 


y Penny, 


| Know 
Becaose Wor kins fr ME | 
Greatest Job in He ed! 


- Steve Grands 


voort ooking | Ao Comi as back- 
Tar hr 15 the 


Buddy — 
Cs any Time hue? 
pad in Level 


When you don’t know 


Asitis who the card recipient is, 
in other just call him “Buddy” 
aspects of life, and make a clichéd 
plagiarism is 


statement about humanity. 
ano-no. — — 


Bena ee 4 
e 
ai have proc? a Tis a shame 
r Cecover AM an Keep religious remarks 
for ge å og na e Vel non-denominational. 
o lc ve. ke 
oM agar pe Ŷ 
sswipe? 
ale hd owe me, A 
where? the Trey Don’t use 
the card to 
bring up 


sore spots. 


Get Well Soont 


ÉS MADE ME 
uu” SIGN TS. 
pus ne —Eperr— 


Be careful not 
to be too honest. 


Don’t jump 


Å | = the gun if he's 
~ not dead yet. 


Do not use the message to discuss 
human resources-related issues. 


Sergio AragoneS 


PRESENTS 


EI HERE COMES THE SNIDE DEPT. 


t weddings, no ONE ever 
5 any attention to 


I vow not to get 
mad at you when 
you are mad at me 


ay 1 
fe vows! And GN z : 
ood reason — they're core ae 
sunk! It's always the same n! eae, 
about cherishing and GAR $ a 
ternal love. Those things k 
e do with the average — - 
at ike to hear some vows that E 
marriage! We a AL situations couples face! si al 
er ee tty — but neither is that o au 
they wouldn't be pre! ty P WN 
bridesmaid (yikes)! It’s hig) 3 
why I was 
WRITER: TERESA BURNS not 
PARKHI t 
ARTIST: LEONARDO jon speaking 


I promise to say 
“excuse me” the next 
time I rip one in front 


I promise to make 
myself do that 


of your book club. disgusting I promise 
thing I will only 
you like let my ass 
at least once get just 
If I miss and pee on the floor, guarterly. so fat. 


I do swear to put a little piece of 
toilet paper on it, so it will be 
easier for you to pick up later. 


I swear not to bitch at you 
endlessly over things you 
have little control over, like your 
douchebag brother. 


I pledge to admire 
other racks 
ONLY when you are 

not staring at me. 


I promise I will 
try not to scream 
“WHAT THE HELL ARE 
YOU CRYING ABOUT?!?” 
when you are crying. 


I swear I will try to 
act like I care 
a little when you talk 
incessantly about 
some sport. 


I vow to only bring up your 
old whore — I mean 
girlfriend — when I am 

really buzzed. 


pe A A 


I swear to clear the 
browser history 
of all porn before 
you use the computer. 


I promise to 
apologize 
when you 
say I should. 


I swear to let you hang up 


one thing you think I promise 
looks good in a room to only speak 
I swear to get that doesn't matter. to you f 
really good at like you 
looking like I swear to only wake you from a sound sleep are stupid 
I am paying for sex when it is absolutely necessary. when it is ( 
attention. I promise that once we start having kids, Å absolutely 
necessary. 


I will not bug you about having kids. 
i A fog 


«E IN BLOG WE TRUST DEPT. 


9000 4 pLANET TAD (3 Lion-Taming Fails ¿3 Garfield Plus Garfield 2. 70 of Kevin Kline 


@ Fishstickipedia 


CA | Q http://www.planettad.com/profile/07-2013 


PLANET TAD!!! 


»NAME: TAD »AGE: 1.4 DECADES » ASTROLOGICAL SIGN: YIELD 


JULY 4, 2013 


Today's the Fourth of July. As I'm writing this, | can see our neighbors shooting 
off fireworks, and I can hear all the dogs up and down the block bark and howl 
because they're terrified of the loud bangs. PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 

I know it's supposed to be 
reassuring, but “No More 
Tears” baby shampoo sounds 
like it does something awful 
to babies. 


You'd think the dogs would remember that this happens the same time every 
year. But I guess, since one dog year eguals seven human years, for them, fire- 
works are something awful that happens, and then a long time passes, and just 
when you've almost completely forgotten about them, they're happening all over 


again, and you have no ability to make them stop. Like the Winter Olympics. 


JULY 5, 2015 


Good news! My dad announced today that 

we're all going to visit my grandma down 
in Florida next month, so we can all go hang out 
at the beach! 


But also: Bad news! My mom tried on her swim- 
suit today, and it doesn't fit anymore, so she's 
going on a diet. 


Here's why that's bad news: When my mom 
goes on a diet, our whole family has to go on a 
diet, because she always figures that the reason 
she gained weight is that all of us are eating 
badly. “It'll be fun!" she said. “It'll be a project 
that brings the whole family together!” And I 
thought about pointing out that, when you're on 
summer vacation, the last thing you want is to 
be given a project. But I didn't say anything, 
because my mom gets kind of hungry and 
grumpy when she's on a diet. 


JULY 7, 2013 
Tonight for dinner, we had a kohlrabi salad 
with guinoa. Here's something I figured 
out tonight: Any food whose name is worth 
more than 10 points in Scrabble tastes terrible. 


For dessert, we got raisins. Raisins! Raisins are 
the saddest fruit. Raisins are, like, grapes that 
gave up and died. 


JULY 10, 2015 


Tonight's dinner was just a bowl of steamed barley and some scrambled 
Egg Beaters. It's like what a crazy person thinks is food. 


JULY 6, 2013 


Well, the diet's started. Tonight, my mom cleaned out all the cupboards 

and got rid of all the junk food in the house, and replaced it with healthy 
stuff like rice cakes and some sort of weird flat dry Danish crackers which might 
not even be food. They might be, like, packing materials that got sent over here 
and are sold as food because of some mistranslation. 


Oh, and she got some low-fat “I Can't 
Believe It's Not Butter!”, which is just 

a really lame name for a food, because 
all it does is remind you that you're not 
actually eating butter. It's like if Katherine 
Heigl changed her name to “I'm Sort of 
Like Emma Stone, But Not Really” or if 
Daredevil's name was, “Sorry, Spider- 
Man Couldn't Make It.” 


JULY 7, 2013 
I bet fish remember the story of Noah's Ark as “That time God got really mad at 
everyone but us.” 


JULY 8, 2013 
So, today all our neighbors had barbecues, so we could smell hot dogs and 
hamburgers cooking in our backyard as we ate steamed cod. My mom told 
me and my sister Sophie, “It’s just the same as fish sticks!” Which is sort of like 
saying that an algebra textbook is the same as “The Hunger Games”, because 
they both contain all the same letters. 


JULY 9, 2013 

OK, I can't take much 

more of my mom's diet. 
Tonight, she told us all that 
we were getting a treat. “It’s 
ice cream!” she said, and she 
served it to us. And then we 
ate a little of it, and she said, 
“Surprise! It's actually frozen 
nonfat Greek yogurt!” It 
was disgusting. | hate Greek 
yogurt. | bet even the Greeks 
hate Greek yogurt. That's 
why they keep sending it all 
over here. 


JULY 11, 2013 
Well, it took my dad and me all after- 
noon. We had to go to seven different 
stores, but we finally managed to find the 


After dinner, | went to take the trash out through the garage, and caught my dad 
hiding in his car, eating a Snickers bar. He just looked at me and said, “Don't tell 
your mom.” And I said, “Of course! I would never tell her that I saw you eating half 
a Snickers bar.” And he said, “What do you — oh.” And then he broke his Snickers 
bar in half and gave half to me. 


We sat in the car eating, and I said, “How much longer will this go on?” And he 
said, “I dunno. Until she fits into her swimsuit, I guess.” 


Wait a minute. I just had an idea. 


JULY 10, 2013 


From all the ads, it looks 
pretty clear that “The 
Lone Ranger” is about 
two guys. 


I feel like someone needs 
to have the word “lone” 
explained to them. 


exact swimsuit my mom owns, but one size 
larger. We brought it home, and while my 
sister Sophie distracted my mom by helping 
her make a rutabaga and spelt casserole, 
my dad carefully sewed the label from her 
old swimsuit into the new one. 


Then, at dinner, my dad and I took turns 
remarking on how much thinner my mom 
looks. After a while, my dad said, “You 
know, maybe you should try that swimsuit 
on again...” 


Anyway, my mom's diet is over, and she's 
really happy about how well it worked — in 
fact, we're going out to dinner tonight to 
celebrate. I'll give my mom this, though: She 
was absolutely right — it's kind of nice when 
a project brings our family together. 


PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 45m 
Why haven't the companies 

that make elevators realized 
there would be a huge market 
for ones that go sideways? 


PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 

I get the name “Chicken of 
the Sea”, but why would you 
call your tuna fish “Bumble 
Bee”? I don't even like tuna, 
and I'd rather eat it than eat 
a bumblebee. 


PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 

I wonder if Baskin-Robbins 
sometimes considers coming 
up with a 32nd flavor, but 
then they’d have to change 
all the signs. 


@ RELATIONSHIP 
Tad is currently dating: YOUR MOM!!!! 


Captain 
America 


Captain 
Underpants 


Cap'n Crunch 


| up DISLIKES 


Captain & Captain 
Tennille Corelli’s 
Mandolin 


Captain 
Kangaroo 
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® PLACES 


Tad visited: 

<> The Swimsuit Hut 
Swimsuits R Us 
Snorkels, Etc. 
Just Add Water! 
Swimsuit Co. 


Slippery When 
Wet Swimwear 


Swimsuit Barn 
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WRITER AND ARTIST: PETER KUPER 


DIGITAL 


THE FIRST 25 ISSUES OF MAD 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD! 
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This issue 
Humor In A Jugu Tygwyn 
ER your whd 


point of 


Read the first 25 
furshlugginer issues of MAD on your tablet 


TETTEY 
(Extra exclamation points added to give the appearance that this is a good thing.) 


(Technology to order these issues through your toaster is still in development.) 


Download these classic issues now, while supplies last! 


(This old advertising line's no longer valid with the whole digital thing, but we're hoping most of our readers won't think of that!) 


ry IT'S COMPLAINING CATS AND DOGS DEPT. 


If you have a pet, you probably think you're a great pet owner just because you walk your dog or scoop your cat’s litter box. But that’s a conclusion 
based on human standards, What about your pet's standards? We hate to break it to you, but anímal standards are very different, as you'll see in... 


- You leave a lot to = 
be desired in the bedroom. 


Hey, l'm layin’ up here and your 
breath stinks like a homeless 
person's. I lay down there and it's 
all “feet smell” and farts. And when 
| stretch out an eighth of an inch, 
you start bitchin' that you don't have 
enough room! You really need to 
take a Valium — and while you're at 7 
it, take somethin’ for that annoying 
restless leg B.S. too! 


> 


really need to I 
nee look up the word 
“gratitude” ín the dictionary, 


What the —? I present you with 

the fruits of my superior hunting 
and gaming skills and all you 
can do is respond with an ugly 

display of revulsion and disgust? 

Oh, and the Febreze? Salt in the 

proverbial wound! 


PEEVE: Geez, you suffer 
from pitiful delusions of superiority. 


Beg? Me? Are you kidding? You seem to associate having thumbs 
and a spoken language with a higher level of species-hood. 
False! You, with your reality shows and religions, are not as 
evolved as me! You 
merely have a dif- 
ferent skill set! Now 
please freshen that 

dreadful water bowl. 


BEATRIEE'S PEEVE: 
You have a morally E 
bankrupt value system. p> 


Give me a break, 


dude — it’s just a 
couch! It’s not like 
| shredded your 
aorta or somethin’! 
Is a piece of furniture 
more important 
than happiness? Or 
satisfaction? Or are 
you just one of those 
narcissistic, shallow 
morons who prize 
possessions above 
everything else? 
I think one of us needs 
to get more in touch 
with his spiritual side! 


EEA 


á BINE'S PEEVE: I'm 108 years old, I can haul a wagon fulla cinder blocks 
| with my bare teeth and you're still talkin’ to me like I'm a freakin’ baby! _ 


No, dammit, | don’t want a “snickety- 
snack,” | want a raw hunk of squirrel! And 
no, | don’t need a “hiney-wipee,” | can lick 
my arse in case you haven’t noticed, thank 
you very much! And if you call me your 
“bestest wittle woofy boo” one more time, 
| swear I'm gonna piss 
all over your stupid 
scrapbooking crap! 


CHICO'S PEEVE: You have no appreciation 
for the finer things in life. i ev 


Hey, when | take the time and energy to sniff 
out a delectable pile of human waste, or, say, 
some woodchuck intestines at the perfect 
stage of decomposition and then proceed to 
do the only sensible thing — smear myself in 

them thoroughly — ae 
I'd really appreciate 
a congratulatory 
high-five rather than 
you going apesh*t and 
throwing a conniption! 


WRITER AND ARTIST: TERESA BURNS PARKHURST 35 
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Budding trees signal spring, changing leaves indicate autumn, and heavy snow means winter. Think again! (And while you're at it, throw another shrimp on the barbie!) MAD has some other 
But what about that other season—how can we tell when it begins? Beach parties? Picnics? signs in mind... warning signs! The signs that mean three months of torture! You know that 


SUMMER HAS ARRIVED WIELEN... 


ARTIST: PAUL COKER WRITER: TOM KOCH 


+++ AND DISTANT RELATIVES UNEXPECTEDLY DROP BY 


-.-AND ROCK CONCERTS MOVE OUTSIDE TO BIG STADIUMS, BUT 


CONDITIONER ON THE FIRST DAY YOU REALLY NEED IT je A 
| ( 
—_ 


... AND TV NETWORKS BEGIN BRAGGING ABOUT THEIR NEW FALL LINEUP- DURING JUNKY RERUNS OF THE SHOWS 


Aw a > en a y =g 


= 


ee PEN AND STINK DEPT. 


HELLO, I WAS WONDERING IF HOW ABOUT "CHANGING TACTICS" 
YOU HAD A COPY OF "GETTING WHAT BY BURT ALBERT DERNSWORTH? 

YOU WANT" BY ALEX 6. SMYTHE. > 7 < 
a NO, DOESN'T LOOK 


DP Lets Look IT UP. || QU LIKE WE HAVE THAT 
HESTE RE | ONE EITHER. A 


AFRAID NOT. 


[HOLD ON, I HAVE A WHOLE 
LIST HERE. TRY "LEARNING TO 
DEAL WITH DISAPPOINTMENT" a = 
BY JANET NERO PIERSON? i TLL LOOK IT UP, BUT y — 

IK I DONT THINK WE DO. H YES. RIGHT 

LOOKS LIKE OUR ONE å | 

COPY WAS DAMAGED AND IT'S 
ON PERMANENT BACKORDER. 


| GLAD NE COULD 
BE OF HELP. 


CHRISTOPHER BALDWIN 
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40 


WOW! TOUR DOG 
CAN IDENTIFS 
OTHER ANIMALS? 


JEFF?! OH NO! 
ARE YOU 
_H 


7 


CONFESSIONS 
With Special guest 


CYAN SEARE STAIN 


because | loe my Gater 
more Tan | love herl! 


) 
T- 3 


NAH. HE'S 
ST 


DYSLEXIC. 


2 No need før the 
MicopHone,sonl/ 


And why wooldnr LZ Wm adored | Hen Vid ja hear how | 


In facr, (Mars m 
aonkession!l |ecokeup | by MILLIONS! Yo gov (eALLM 
wrth Julianne Hough {tik people WATCH (£0 aper 


inreuiews for THE Desses? Nopell 
\ They var to 


| "Seg" what He. 
ES blest has To say!) 
» « 


PAINT THAT SOME | |THAT THONG IS CLEARLY 
PETA FOLKS THREW MADE OF LEATHER. 
ON ME. EVERYTHING 


IS FINE. EG 
aa A 
fru 


Yaon me, amer! Vm so 

working all-te time, 
We had THE Mic Surgically 
fosed 1o my handl 


voke my name Uŷ on THe 
50 like Har? Yo yo Hink 
PST anyone can do Har? 
FL Vink we just ==, 
I Kigored ovt tHe reaL | 

\ reason wHy eveyone ~~ 


E 


NATHAN COOPER 


KIT LIVELY & SCOTT NICKEL 


KEITH KNIGHT 


we LEAVING BONNIE TUCKER A5 THE 
“SOLE SURVIVING MEMBER OF HE 
ONCE FAMOUSSADVENTURE OCTUPLETS: 


What Now | just 
happened, | ! used it gotta age it in 
COOMBS! ? | all to make an OAK BARREL 
We've run out this batch for nine years 


of WATER! 4 st Ken and...VOILA! 


We don’t have an 
OAK BARREL! We're in a 
TINY SPACE CAPSULE! 


Luckily, I smuggled What?! Same way I 
a bunch of LUMBER How'd got the CHOP 
on board to make one. you do SAW on board. 


And all my 
CONWAY TWITTY 
RECORDS! RUN 


Wait...l opened à , ; 
the wrong box. : COOMBS! 


OHNO! HORNETS! 


FANTABULAMAN IS MEETING WITH CITY 
OFFICIALS WHEN YEARS OF RESENTMENT 
SVDDENLY BOIL OVER. 


THE MAYOR WANTS Lf WTF?! AFTER ALL 
To MOVE YOU TOA I THE TIMES 1 SAVED 
SMALLER OFFICE. MM THE CITY? 


ns ABULAMAN 


(NOE ¿ TRULY 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GONNA 


HEY, HEY, HO HO, 


DO- GO ON GENTRIFYING 
STRIKE 7 UNDEFEATABLE 
SUPERHEROES OUTTA 


THEIR OFFICES HAS 


S0... I'M So 
UNDEFEATABLE 


THAT I WIN 
EVEN AGAINST 
MY OWN 


rd, — om e} 
frie STKIP. Lus 


TED RALL 


WE SEE 
DUMB PEOPLE — 
BUYING 
å ol 


Fy THE DILATE SHOW DEPT. 


“Sorry — only family, 
producers, cameramen 
and sound techs are 
allowed in the room.” 


7 “It’s so sweet to see the 
whole family gather 
together for the birth — 
even if it's just to get 
their full salary for the 
two-hour special.” 


“This hospital is 

great — it's where 
Y Bruce got his face 
permanently frozen.” 


“Can we speed 
this up? Kris Jenner 
already has the 
baby scheduled 
for auditions.” 


“This is the first 
time Kim’s ever 
broken a sweat.” 


“No, Scott — 
this is NOT just 
like the Chilean 

miners’ rescue!” 


“Forceps...clamp... 
scissor jack... 
spackle...” 


“Khloe, please! 
Finish your 
sloppy joe 

before holding 
the baby!” 
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WRITER: MATT LASSEN å ANTON EMDIN 
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ec => 


itter, 


yi i | bL. 
Ai i | 
De y 
“Awww, the a R 
Ss 


baby’s got ` e ii 
her mother’s y Van» 
blank stare!” A EN 

e= N DØ 
“The TMZ cameras 
are ready — would Y, 
you like to cut the / 
cord, Mr. Levin?” 


“OH MY GOD, 
IT’S GOT A TAIL!” 


“I'm not surprised 
the delivery was a 
breeze — Kim does 
her best work 
in bed!” 


VI 
a 


“I've never 
seen a baby in 
a black leather 
Onesie before.” 


“That baby fat 
has got to go! How 
soon can she get 
liposuction?” 


“This might be the 
only Kardashian- 
related atrocity 

that Ryan Seacrest 
didn't produce.” 


“Hey! Ijust f 

Ou; 
Robert a 
Super Bow! ring!” 


“Catfishing” has become a part of our culture, thanks to a movie, a TV show and Manti Te'o's, um...life. If you didn't know, catfishing involves creating a 
a fraudulent online relationship with an unsuspecting person. It sounds outlandish, but it's more common than you'd think (Oh, HulaGoddess5000, 
So, before you fall in love with a lying stranger (After all those magical, romantic games of “Draw Something”...how could you betray 


ns YOU Might 


ECO OAN 


Gatfished 


i NI ) You chat on Facebook so often that you begin to wonder 
where she finds the time to be a Nobel Prize-winning 
neurosurgeon and part-time underwear model 


Every time you call the number he gave you, 
he pretends to be a confused Papa John’s employee 
who doesn't know what you're talking about 


In some of her online pictures she’s a 
svelte, 20-something, girl-next-door type. 
In others, she’s a large Samoan fellow 


He claims he can’t meet you in person because ( y T 


he's from the future and wouldn't want to create Ø j 5 En SER A 
any temporal paradoxes by accident 7 You'd swear that the “person” you just Skyped with was a 


magazine photo of Kate Upton with a mustachioed pair of 
lips talking through a hole where her mouth used to be 


fake identity and starting 
you broke our heart! We thought we KNEW you!!!) 
us like this, HulaGoddess50007!? HOW?!?!) be sure you keep an eye out for these... 


Google L 


IMAGES mars SHOPPING 


You drop her profile picture into a reverse 
Google Image Search and it confirms your 
suspicions: Yep, that’s Oprah all right 


LUV 29 
TLL KNOW IT'S 
TRUE LOVE WHEN 


You just started emailing last week and he’s already 
saying things like “I think I love you,” “You may be the 
one” and “What's your Social Security number?” 


He can't video chat with you because his webcam is broken, | 
- can't call you because he doesn't own a cell phone and 

can't visit you because he's currently having a new fish tank 

installed in his Lambo. (No cell phone? Yeah, right) 


WRITER: KENNY KEIL 


ARTIST: KEVIN POPE 


Be Getting — 


She says your collection of Star Wars 
J memorabilia sounds “super hot” 


Your friend Dave can't stop giggling when you tell 
him about your online girlfriend. Hey that's weird — 
Dave and your online girlfriend have the same giggle... 


He asks to borrow money for his grandmother's 
funeral when he still hasn't paid you back for his 
lasteight dead grandmothers' funerals 


47 


COMPLETE YOUR MAD LIBRARY 


(AND PROUDLY DECLARE YOURSELF A COMPLETE IDIOT!) 
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GREATEST 
ARTISTS 
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DAGGER FAND 
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COLLECTION OMNIBUS TAD COLLECTIONS! STAR WARS TOTALLY MAD SERGIO ARAGONES | SECRET FILES! | VOLUME 2 MORE! 


A four-volume set! Includes every Antonio Prohias 239 pages of all-new 256 pages celebrating 60 years of Includes new, original, Special digest size! MEIS ver 
Over 400 Al Jaffee classics! Spy vs. Spy adventure! adventures! From Perfect for fans RCH TU humor, satire, stupidity and stupidity! never-before-seen Sergio art! P feit 65 > Spy vs fn 
Includes a brand-new All reproduced in their the head writer of of MAD on With an introduction by Stephen Colbert Plus an 18”x24” pull-out poster Å p 
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especially for this collection! first time ever! with Jon Stewart! collectible, classic MAD cover prints! favorite marginals! y por! È 
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E Stupidity En : 
Fr FASTER! 


DUMBER! 


(OW BY Dave GIBBONS 


a 7 
SENSES! 


BUY THEM ALL NOW errors vou come to vour 


THE LOCKED MESS MONSTERS DEPT. 
— 
When storage units are abandone ET 


“because renters fall behind in their 
payments, rats invade the lockers: 
No, not the rodents! They’ré nice 
.—Compared.to.creepy, slimy, peti Y _ wy a = 


er 
FR == VERE MSG 


bidders are here, ready to make money WA Um Grave Fester. | come to every auction with MB — A så I'm Barrel Schlitz and I've been hooked on 3 
off the misfortunes of others. Locker renters lose their å a lot of bucks to spend and a lot of contempt storage auctions since I found four authentic portrayed as lowlife, bottom-feeding scavengers, 
belongings when they fall on hard times and can't for my fellow bidders. I occasionally bid on . Matisse paintings at one 20 years ago. > å but guess what? This is A&E — home to shows 
make payments, but our bidders are here to make their $ stuff to buy, but mainly I bid to screw my — They were the ugliest *&^96ing paintings - like Duck Dynasty and Dog the Bounty Hunter! 
despair FUN! Each star bidder has his or her own special - - fellow buyers by driving the prices up. Even if REE you ever saw so | threw them out, but | LE WM Other networks can go after the well-educated, 
personality...actually, none of them has any personality I go home without winning one bid, I have the EES got $300 for each of the frames! I made Eed - 18-to-25-year-old viewer. Couch potatoes who 
at all, but our producers invented “personalities” for satisfaction of knowing I made a lot of people $1,200 and I only paid $700 for the locker. $ adore lowlife, bottom-feeding scavengers are 
each of them. With that in mind, introduce yourselves! miserable. And you can't put a price on that! 5 So as you can see, I know what I'm doing! exactly the demographic this network is after! 


y 


fee. 
Si 


Listen up, bidders! These are the rules: 
when we open an abandoned locker, 
you have five minutes to look inside. 
But you can take all the time you need 

to belittle and berate your fellow bidders. 

And you should do that, because that's 

pretty much the only thing that adds a bit 
of entertainment to this dreary show! 


I'm Jerk-Rod Shucks and I'm kind of new to the I'm Barely Wise, a laid-back, know-it-all collector. I'm also 

game of bidding on abandoned property in lockers. > a show-off. To make sure all eyes are on me when I pull 
My wife says I bid recklessly and waste money on | Â which is every auction, I can't stand to be in Å file ' | into an auction, I always show up in something weird. It 

4 _ total crap. She claims I don't have a plan. She's / the same bed with him. So I make him sleep } A a Y i 
wrong! It just so happens my plan is to bid recklessly | on the couch. He doesn't think it's much of a 4 5 the most money ever today to make a grand entrance. 
4 and waste money on total crap. So far, 've been f4 punishment because he's bought 47 couches SN TEAS I came here in a yacht! The reason it was so expensive 
hugely successful! We're almost broke, but we have over the years. Oops! Actually, 49. I forgot ¿ B is that we're 20 miles from any body of water! Do you 

he bought two more couches today! $ A 4 know how much it costs to aaa a 20-mile-long inlet?!? 


I'mDanDotsontheauction 
eerwhoauctionsoffthecr 
apthatisabandonedwhen 
ownersdon'tpaytheirrent 
alfees. Whoevercomesup 
withthemostcashwalks 
awaywiththecrapinside 


We won it, 
Blandi! We'll 
make a killing 


| onthestuffin [| 


this locker! 


J 
| brought 
you to help, 
Random — 
don't disap- 
point me! 
Anything 
good in 
this locker? 


That 


giant 
old TV! 


| You paid $3,000! | 


monster 
cabinet in 
the corner? | 

That's a 


What the hell is 
that guy saying? 


Who knows? He 
babbles on incoher- 


ently and people give 
him wads of cash. 


Are you nuts? 


We set a limit 
of $500! 


What a find! It’s not one of them 
| cheap, thin HDTVs that weigh 
almost nothing like you see 
today. That old monster probably 
weighs 200 pounds and it’s three 
feet thick. That's what you call a 
real TV! People will pay plenty 
to get one of these babies! 


How 
does the 
auctioneer 


Babbling 
A incoherently 
for loads of 
money — 
that’s Sean 
Hannity’s 
career! 


bidding? 
No one’s 
saying a 


But look what we got! A brand new HD video 


camera, professional microphones, studio- 


guality lights and a working teleprompter unit! 


That stuff alone is worth about $15,000! 


What, 
so you can 
have it for 
yourself? 
There's 
some nice 
stuff in here. 


They use 


j A blink, 


secret 
signals. f 


anod, 
a raised 
finger... 


Whoa! That guy 
just bid $400, 
$600, $700, $900 Å 
and won it for 
$1,000! But no 
one else was bid- 
ding against him! 


9 Poor 

|| schmuck 
hada 

sneezing 

fit! Every f 
move 
here 
counts! 


Oh, it’s worth more than 
that, Jerk-rod! Problem is, 
it all belongs to A&E! That's 
the video equipment they're 
using to tape us for the show! 


> Of course there 


is — | live in 
here! It's about 
the only rent an 


|| old person can 


I'm not heartless. 
You can stay here. 
But you better start 
paying your monthly 


I'll buy it next time 
and you're out! 


fn 


If | could 
abandon you 
in a locker 
and weld 
it shut, I'd 
be a happy 
woman! 


We keep buying 
antigues, but none of 
the old ones! We buy 

only NEW antigues! 
We stick the others 
with the old antigues! 


— Furniture? 
Ll You're right, a | wouldn't jump to con- z We're talking 
Ll Jerk-rod. |H clusions. That old piece H about you, you 
4 of furniture might be L antique piece 
worth something. O of *&4%! 


What the $@*%...none of this 
was here before! You guys 


stuff to make it interesting! 


I see a safe 
in the corner! 
There might be 
some valuable 
=| deeds in there f 

— and that 
would be good 
a in-DEED! 


Oh crap, 
| acciden- 
tally gave 
every- 
body 
the exact 
same 
adlib! 


I see a safe 
in the corner! 
There might be 
some valuable 
deeds in there 
— and that 
would be good 
in-DEED! 


I see a safe 
in the corner! 
There might be 
some valuable 
deeds in there 

M — and that 
H would be good 
in-DEED! 


METTET EE LEE LE) 


| it ON 


\ IN \ y 


This is *&^96ing ridiculous! | just 
looked in a locker that had a bro- 
ken bed, a table with three legs 
and a mattress crawling with 
bedbugs! There was nothing in 
there worth a &*"%ing penny! 


Really? You're 

| only supposed 
to get one 

| look, but look 

at that same 

locker again. 


You want reality? 
You're fired! 
And that's 
for real! 


Is there any reality 
at all in this 
reality series?? 


Yep, that's what the 
producers told me I was. 
And I have plenty of 
experience. I got into 


toys at a very young age. | 


Even as a child I had them! 


FI | 
This It’s very rare to come across a Monopoly set where 


game Sounds all the money, all the playing pieces, the dice 


Great news! 
We also 


you like I and all the Community Chest cards are missing. found a rifle, 
brought havea And the playing board is ripped in half, BUT you so we'll be 
Monopoly | | have both halves, which is a good thing. I'll venture back later 

on getting to say...a collector with really poor eyesight, who when you'll 


was dead drunk and expecting to be reimbursed 
ou $250 for this! 


be a gun 


You would think I'd look like a real jerk Let me show you how it works. One old shoe — I can get at least 
spending $1,200 to buy this locker full of $100 for that. Here's another old shoe; now I have a pair worth $400. 
crap! But there's a neat little “save face” A torn newspaper from two years ago, that's a good $50! Used tooth- 

gimmick the producers gave us. We go 2 brushes — wow — there's a huge market for them...four of them at 
through the crap and put our own price [E] $75 each, that's $300! This upright piano just needs a keyboard, and all 

on it! Then, with no guestions asked, the hammers and *&^96 that are supposed to make the music. I can get 
that value shows up on the screen like $1,000 for this. So I “made” $600 on this locker! Unless, of course, you 
it was really worth that much! have half a brain and can figure out what a joke this part of the show is! 


everyone, 

today's 

auction is k 
A cancelled! 


Someone got here I don't know, he just said he was 
an hour ago and said the producer for a show called 
they'd buy every 
locker for top dollar, worthless garbage! What of that show need to salt the 
sight unseen! idiot would buy them all? places they're shooting, too! 


SEWING YOUR TRUE COLORS DEPT. 


Helping an 
FA Old Lady | 


Text 
Message 
Decoding 


Camping 
(Outside Best Buy 
for a Midnight 
Video Game 


Release) 


Angry 
Bird 
Watching 


WRITER: KENNY KEIL 
ARTIST: JOHN CALDWELL 


E 
Is your computer running frustratingly slow? Maybe it's the fact that you're too cheap to spring for anything but dial-up service. Or maybe the problem is viruses and cookies from all the sick 
sites you visit. (Yes, we mean you, Caldwell! We beg you to get the treatment you so obviously need!) Either way, if you haven't visited the MAD blog recently, we're here to help. Here's... 
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Arguments 0.J. Simpson's 
Lawyers are Making 
for His Release 


Your honor, he's wasting the best | 
murdering years of his life! 


He's heard the McRib is back — | 
but only for a limited time! p 
He's eager to respondto | 
Martha Stewart's Match.com ad! 


He sees a lot of himself 
in Chris Brown and would 


love to mentor the kid. PT 


With Leslie Nielsen dead, 
now's the time for a Nordberg- E 


centric Naked Gun sequel! 


He wants to run for Congress! 
in South Carolina — those 
people will elect anyone! 


He wants to make wine 
<4 in a clean toilet for once! 
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WHAT IS THE HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS 


COUNTRY'S MOST MAD Fo LD- -I mM 
REALISTIC HOPE 


OF BALANCING ZIAN 
N \ 
THE BUDGET? hb. y 
FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS! 
E» FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT {EJ FOLD BACK SO THAT “A” MEETS “B” 


Bad Times Are Now On All of Us. To Attack This 
PEA di Must Be Our Only Object 


— PTA 


= 


|A d WRITER AND ARTIST: AL JAFFEE 43 


WHAT IS THE 
COUNTRY'S MOST 
REALISTIC HOPE 
OF BALANCING 
THE BUDGET? 


FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS! 


LAUNCH A KICK- 
STA RTER 
CAMPAIGN FOR 

UN CLE 
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For the ultimate experience in coolness, denial and hypocrisy, visit... 


Barack Obama's 


a 


© Bask in the warm tropical sun... 
hotter than a flaming embassy 


o Collect your 


thoughts...while we 
collect-your phone records 


© Relax with the peace of mind 
that you can afford it... and 
we know; we've seen your taxes 


Your stress levels 
will plummet — 
and:so will your 
approval ratings! | 
pp ae g | 


AMERICAS #1 FHUMOR: MAGAZINE: 


5 
Aa 


Á Å Ke 


#522 SEPTEMBER 2013 $5.99 CHEAP! 


Til 


| anh 


INTERNATIONAL 
r 


MUSEUM 


WASHINGTON DC 


For Spy vs. Spy™ gear, gifts and more visit STORE 
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Spy vs. Spy are ™ + © E.C. Publications, Inc. 


The sooner 
you figure out that 
looks can only get 
you so far in life, 
the uglier you 
probably are! 
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Letters and 
Tomatoes 


FRUIT GALOOT VE y 


I have been a fan of MAD for a while. I've only had one problem: 
Letters and Tomatoes. Why should you call it that? Everyone HATES 
tomatoes. Your ridiculousness must stop. Only smart people name 
it “Letters and Tomatoes.” The Usual Gang of Idiots should call it 
“Letters and Lemons.” We all know you secretly want to call people 
“Lemons.” Plus, tomatoes are so...not funny. Lemons are funny. 
“Letters and Lemons” all the way! 


Eric Wolos + Jefferson, NJ 


Wolos is Me — We were intrigued by your assertion that lemons are funnier 
than tomatoes, so we ran a little test: we put a tomato next to a lemon, and 
waited to see which one would make us laugh harder. While the tomato was 
HILARIOUS (for some reason it made us think of this joke about a nun and 
two penguins — also, the little green thing on top looked like a silly hat) the 
lemon just sat there like a stupid yellow jerk. Still, obnoxious as the lemon 
was, we still found it less annoying than your letter. In the spirit of together- 
ness, however, how about a compromise? Enjoy the new, improved Lemons 
and Tomatoes section! Or don't, you stupid Lemon, you! —Ed. 


On a recent jaunt to Mexico (which may or may not have involved the 
purchase of illegal pharmaceuticals and/or bootleg iPhones — details 
remain sketchy) Al Jaffee spied this Alfred mural at a local carnival! It's 
a heartwarming reminder that, no matter where you go, stupidity is the 
international language! 


Photo by Neal Germain 


Brian Posehn is a funny and creative comedian — so we were 
saddened to find that he is also a treacherous, unscrupulous 
rip-off artist! How else to explain the poster and title for his 
latest comedy special? Look familiar? It's pretty reminiscent of 
a certain brilliant, groundbreaking blog post from The Idiotical, 
wouldn't you say?!? We knew that this innovative post would 
be very influential and have lasting effects on the world of 
comedy — but this still hurts a little. 


BRIAN POSEHN 


Posehn's shameful simulacrum 


Our ingenious original 


ALL WILED UP 


Regarding #23 of The 50 Worst Things About Cartoons in 
#520...as the creator of the ORIGINAL Illustrated Catalog 
of ACME Products webpage, I feel the need to tell you that 
the “E” in Wile E. Coyote is a play on words, as in coyotes 
are known to be “wily” creatures. And since all of Wile 

E.’s cunning and craftiness always leads to failure, it is 
even more humorous. That such a simple joke needs to be 
explained to you clowns is really surprising, given all the 
terrible puns and jokes the Usual Gang of Idiots have come 
up with over the years. You're welcome. 


George P. Markham + Fayetteville, NC 


Markham Asylum — Thanks so much for clearing that up — it's 
an honor to hear from a respected expert in an area of such 
great academic importance! However, your letter introduces 
ANOTHER seemingly impenetrable mystery: what does the “P” 
in “George P. Markham” stand for? It could be anything — 
“peculiar,” “pompous” or “pathetically-obsessed-with-50-year- 
old-cartoons”! And given our unimpressive track record, we'll 
probably never figure it out! But, since we're talking about the 
creator of the ORIGINAL Illustrated Catalog of ACME Products 
webpage, we know that it definitely doesn't stand for “popular.” 
Thank you for taking time from your busy speaking schedule to 
offer your helpful insights! —Ed. 


ROTTEN TO THE 
CORRESPONDENCE 


What should I write in a letter to make it good enough to 
be put in your magazine? 


07 
Kody Hudnall - Pratt, WV SF 


Hudnall Shook Up — Not much, GER 


apparently! Thanks for "writing"! 
— Ed. 


WHAT — ME WORKY? 


I live right next to an art museum, but instead of going there, 
I can't pry myself away from rereading back issues of 
your magazine. Sometimes, I'm so engrossed that I 
forget to go to work. Can you not try so hard on your 
next issue 50 my boss stops threatening to fire me? 


Joshua Busch « Minneapolis, MN 


When Busch Comes to Shove — Geez, we had 
no idea that your boss at the Dippin' Dots 
kiosk in the mall was such a jerk! Oh, we won't 
try very hard on the next issue — believe us! 
But that's not a favor to you — more of a result 
of laziness and limited abilities. Still, we have 
the utmost confidence that you'll be able to get 
yourself fired, despite whatever our next issue” 
is like. Dream big! —Ed. 


~~ 


We recently received 
this snap of Bridesmaids 
director Paul Feig with 
some issues of MAD! 
Paul's such a_ swell 
guy, he not only posed 
for a pic, but he ALSO 
wrote an essay for our 
upcoming book, /nside 
MAD (Published by Time 
Home Entertainment 
and on sale October 
30th!), about what MAD 
means to him! (Spoiler — 
to Paul, it mostly means 
having to pose for 
embarrassing photos!) 


Photo by Vic Arkoff 


CUSTOMER DISSERVICE 


I recently saw an unfamiliar issue of MAD on the newsstand and came 
to a horrifying revelation: my longtime subscription had come to an 
end. I was appalled. I've been reading your mag since I was a kid and 
had a subscription that dated back nearly 20 years. Somehow it ran 
out. Worse still, it had taken me over a year to notice. I think that 
reflects poorly on us both. Clearly this is all your fault for not being 
more aggressive in reminding me that my subscription was ending. Is 
it too much to expect an in-person visit from a MAD representative? 


Ed King + Allegany, NY 


King the Merciless — No, it is NOT too much to expect! As a matter of fact, 
Senior Editor Joe Raiola is en route to scenic Allegany at this VERY MOMENT! 
In addition to reminding you to renew your subscription, he'll regale you with 
tales of his wayward youth, detail his fascinating theories on changing hat 
styles and even show you the occasional Daily Show clip on his iPad. Enjoy the 
new subscription — and best of luck on getting him out! Senior Editor Charlie 
Kadau stayed so long at a subscriber's home in Lafayette, Indiana that he 
established sguatter's rights! —Ed. 


In a recent issue of Esquire, Jimmy 
Fallon talked to the magazine about 
his show being rerun on Esquire's 
new channel. 


E OST Fav NEN ATHE WORLD 


Esa: Is there any other mag- 
azine whose TV network 
you'd rather be a part of? 


JF: MAD Magazine. Because 
I've always wanted to meet 
Alfred E. Neuman. 


Sadly, MAD doesn't have its own 
channel yet. But we hear we're 
next in line to get one right after the magazines Esguire, 
Highlights, Exploding Cigar Aficionado, CAT Scan Fancy, Sports 
lllustrated For Kidder: The Sports Magazine for Margot Kidder, 
Modern Cartographer and, of course, Dirt Wheels. Soon, soon! 


We're sad to announce 
that on March 31, leg- 
endary MAD artist Bob 
Clarke passed away at 
the age of 87. Bob was 
with MAD nearly from 
the start — first contrib- 
uting in 1956 and con- 
tinuing through 2010. 


During his amazing 
career as one of “The 
Usual Gang of Idiots,” 
Bob was one of the 
magazine's most ver- 
satile artists, illustrating 
everything from covers, 
to articles, to Spy vs. 
Spy, to bonus inserts 
for MAD Specials (including the MAD Zeppelin paper model 
and the MAD mobile). Bob's contribution to MAD's legacy 
is massive and he'll be greatly missed. To view some of the 
amazing work Bob did for us, please visit The Idiotical. 


We're on Facebook! You should go there and “Like” us. Go on... 
it'll make you feel good about the Internet! 


facebook 


‘ MAD Magazine 


Letters and 
Tomatoes 


STAMP OF DISAPPROVAL 


I've come to realize that next year will be my tenth year of MAD mag 
madness. In these almost 10 years, I've always wanted to write in and 
see if I could make it into Letters and Tomatoes, but I never could 
think of anything to write. Well, to your dismay, I've come up with 

a guestion. With talk that the Postal Service is soon to be at an end, 
how will you fulfill subscriptions? 


Elijah Maier + Lodi, CA 


Maier McCheese — That's an excellent question! Forward thinkers that we 
are, we anticipated just such a problem! So, in preparation, we've been gradu- 
ally declining in quality over the last 60 years. If all goes to plan, in the next 
six months, our product will be so inferior, we won't have any subscriptions 
left to fill! Now that’s some good, old-fashioned American planning! —Ed. 


THE BRAVE AND THE OLD 


I just renewed my subscription for two years. Maybe NOW you will 

publish my letter. I have lost count how many times I have written but 
I am going to be 78 and I think I began when I was 60. I am still waiting 
to get an answer to my eternal guestion: WHO or WHAT is Fundalini? 


Shirley Sax « Morton Grove, IL 


Unprotected Sax — We're intrigued that you've been waiting 18 years to find 
out what Fundalini is — especially since we've only been running Fundalini 
for the last nine years. Still, that's a long time to wait for the answer to your 
guestion. Thank you for your patience and thanks for writing! —Ed. 
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READER ALERT 


Do we have some treats for you! If your letter was printed, you're 
getting a whole bunch of excellent stuff: a copy of the book Bazooka 
Joe and His Gang, courtesy of our pals at Abrams ComicArts, Angry 
Birds/Star Wars Millennium Falcon Bounce Game AND Angry Birds/ 
Star Wars AT-AT Attack Battle Game, courtesy of our buds at Has- 
bro Inc.; Bob & Ray: Keener Than Most Persons by David Pollock, 
courtesy of our amigos at Applause Books, a DVD of American Mas- 
ters Mel Brooks: Make a Noise, courtesy of our compadres at Shout! 
Factory; and a DVD of Justice League: The Flashpoint Paradox from 
our homies at Warner Bros. Home Entertainment. If your letter wasn't 
printed, don't sweat it — these items are all on sale now! 


MAD #523 is on sale August 27! 
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GUY VS. GUY 


Iam eleven and wanted to tell you that I love Spy vs. Spy. I 
also wanted to know if you wanted an extra drawer to help 
you draw Spy vs. Spy for your magazine, I would love to help, 
because me and my brother are Spy vs. Spy’s biggest fans and 
we hate and try to hurt each other like both Spies do. 


Ian Hall « Masontown, PA 


lan is Believin' — What a touching story of MAD fan-dom...and 
a disturbing tale of sibling rivalry. Some day you'll look back and 
wonder where things went wrong between you and your broth- 
er... and realize that it was probably when you put that spring- 
loaded box of robotic spiders underneath his chair. Or when he 
stole your top-secret jetpack plans and filled your wall safe with 
bees. Thanks for reading! And best of luck getting him to play 
ping pong on a table that's actually a giant mousetrap! —Ed. 


THE OUOTABLE MAD 


The musician, lecturer, and self-described “King of Partying” 
Andrew WK recently added to his long-running Twitter list of 
“Party Tips.” While we're pleased to be associated with angry 
neighbors and late-night vomiting, we have to wonder if Mr. WK 
has ever been to a party. After all, parties are for fun, laughter 
and good times — the opposite of MAD! 


; ANDREW WK © d~ Follow 


AndrewWK 


PARTY TIP: Read MAD magazine. 
«Reply EF Retweet Ye Favorite eee More 


FOR SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS: Go to the MAD website! 
All you need is your name and zip code to renew, change 
your address, give a gift subscription, check your account 
balance and expiration dates or to request a missing issue. 
Just go to www.madmagazine.com or call 1-800-4MADMAG 
(U.S. and Canada only) or write to P.O. Box 8537, Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8537! Please DO NOT phone, write, fax or e-mail 

our New York office — we're too dumb to help you here! 
HOW TO REACH US: MAD, Dept. 522, 1700 Broadway, New 
York, NY, 10019. Or e-mail us at letters@madmagazine.com! 
All letters to the editor and accompanying photos or other 
materials may be edited and published in any MAD publication 
in any format and will not be returned. 

MAD welcomes reader submissions. Manuscripts will not 

be returned or acknowledged, however, unless they are 
accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope! 

MAD doesn't read faxed submissions! 

Fax MAD at 212-506-4848! 

VISIT US ONLINE! MADMAGAZINE.COM 


Each limited 


edition print 
is 1” X14” 
and bears a 
marking. All MAD 
print subscribers 
now get a 
Each is 
to MAD for 
and their iPad! 
(it’s entirely up 
to you though — 


no pressure!) 


The Fast 5 


STUPID IDEAS 
OUICKLY NIXED BY 
THE NEW POPE 

| 


We let Hostess go bankrupt. 


Chuck Lorre is dragging his feet 
on the North Korean version of 
The Big Bang Theory. 


Rihanna keeps dating a young, 
heartless, violent maniac — 
and it’s not him. 


Obama is giving Socialists a 
bad name. A 
Compromising on the subject of returning 
He's getting tired of only killing the celebration of the Mass to Latin 
his own people. 


Writer; Matt Lassen 
Artist: Sam Sisco 


Rejected Answers to: 
“How Happy Are People Who Save 
$100 or More By Switching to Geico?” 
a GE, 


HAPPIER THAN 

TAYLOR SWIFT 

EMBARRASSING 
AN EX. 


THE PAPARAZZI 
WITNESSING A 
CELEBRITY 
MELTDOWN. 


Replacing the Swiss Guard with 
Argentinean bolo-twirling gauchos 


HAPPIER THAN 
A KARDASHIAN IN 
AN NBA LOCKER STARING INTO 

ROOM. A MIRROR. 


PPIER 
THAN LINDSAY 
LOHAN FALLING 
INTO A PILE OF 


KID'S HAND. 


HAPPIER THAN 
JERRY SANDUSKY 
NING A NOT BEING y 


> 


y -a E ma å 
Riding in the pace car during 
the next Daytona 500 


6 Writer: Matt Lassen Artist: Rick Geary Writer and Artist: John Caldwell 


Eckstein Marks the Spot! 


"And now, Professor, | | ym STG 

Prepare to be { _ “But Dante | I will not tell the media about our love affa 
seemingly killed, did mention | 1 will not tell the media about our love affair. 
only to somehow Legoland by | ] will not tell the media about our love affair 
miraculously name...the | I will not tell the media < 


survive in the Latin name!” | 
next chapter.” f — | 


“With his dying * 


“Bwahahaha,” | breath, the priest 
sneered at last revealed the i 
Mortadello. ancient password 
“Bwahaha- phrase: ‘Orange / 


haha!” j You glad I didn't 4 


say banana?” 
_— y 


| 
“As he looked again at the | 
M in the K-Mart logo, | 
this time from a 75-degree | 
angle, it all fell into place.” | 


» she gasped, shaken to f 
the words carved on the 

y she had misread, and it } 
he'd thought at first.” | 


"No, it can't be! 
her very core by 
pillar. Fortunatel 
wasn’t at all what s 


Writer and Artist: 
Bob Eckstein 
Writer: Jeff Kruse 


REALITY SHOW MASHUPS 
(For When They Finally Run Out of Ideas) 


DEADLIEST | ii E F SANO Peorle 


FISH 
FULL GLITZ 
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ousewives 


Writer and Artist: 
Maria Scrivan 
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THe FUNDALINI PAGES 
WHITMAN'S ANTI-ANXIETY SAMPLER 


Klonopin Cluster 

This velvety cacao dark chocolate 
blended with a potent dose of 
pharmacologically active melip- 
ramine and dusted with premium 
butterscotch should be taken on 
an empty stomach with water only. 


Paxil Praline 

With gourmet almond 
nougat dipped in sweet 
Belgian chocolate, this 
scrumptious treat is the 
perfect marriage of 
taste and bipolar mood 
disorder treatment. 


Valium Pecan Fudge 
Hand-selected English 
pecans enveloped in a 
sumptuous, fudge-swirled, 
time-release capsule, 
guaranteed to quiet your 
chocolate cravings and 
reduce the frequency of 
your panic attacks. 


Tofranil Toffee 
Buttery brittle covered in milk 
Bordeaux brings a flavor rich 
enough and an anti-depressant 
dosage high enough to keep 
your sweet tooth satisfied and 
your straight razor in the medicine 
chest where it belongs. 


Lexapro Truffle 
This complex symphony of Venezuelan 


Placebo Peanut 
Caramelized peanut slow roasted to perfection 


and triple-dipped in gourmet Peruvian fudge, dark chocolate infused with bursts of liter: 
so deliciously overwhelming you'll convince Tr nut- se Escital Al Uy eis : 3 
yourself you re not totally denessed: to be savored, but not eaten while driving At 


or operating heavy machinery. 


The Faster 5 


SIGNS YOUR MAYOR 
SMOKES CRACK 


| Inauguration ceremony ends abruptly when he's apparently 
attacked by a bunch of invisible spiders. 


Rejected Fortune Cookies 


i i rtion of 
You will be winded from the exertion ; ; 
opening this cookie, you fat, lazy American. Å å 


- Ter 


Learn Chinese: These chopsticks 


have already been used. 
GE ETF 


2 Office supplies from City Hall keep showing up on Craigslist. 


3 Frequently wakes up in cities he doesn't recognize, yelling, 
“What the — I didn’t approve all these changes!” 
Cookies: Lucie Lang | 
Dreamstime.com 


4 Proposes balancing the budget by stealing all the car radios 
from the next town over. 


The Hart of the Matt-er 


5 Has a shaky moral compass and a seemingly pathological 
need to lie constantly. (To be fair, this is common among 
non-crack-smoking mayors as well.) 


HUZZAH!! tHE TREASURE IS ALL MINE!! 


Writer: Kenny Keil Artists: Evan Dorkin & Sarah Dyer 


Artist: Tom Hart 


Writer: Matt Lassen 


The BlackBerry Z10 vs. 
The Progresso Black Bean 
Soup String-Can Phone 


ke Can Phone 


Provides great apps Provides great appetizers 


Many “strings 
attached” in contract 


Only one 
string attached 


Boots up fast 


Available in 
black or white 
“Souped-up” 
operating system 


Heats up fast 


Available in black bean 
or white bean 


Soup 


Writer: Neil Berliner 


Given the “Fredo treatment” 


Perfect fi Perfect f 
ig plen Fer out on the lake after talking 
"Angry Birds” L^» The Can” back to Lorne Michaels.......5:1 


e Kills self three years into 
his Tonight Show run when 
his ratings are still half of 
what Leno's were............. VL 


* Mysteriously garroted by a 
single long, orange hair......10:1 


+ Sobs to death while being 
serenaded by a 107-year-old Bette © 
Midler saluting his 35-year run 
hosting The Tonight Show.....900,000:1 


Celebrity Cause-of-Death Betting Odds 
JIMMY FALLON 


+ Run down by a Model T driven 
by Jay Leno who, it turns out, 
wasn't so “okey-dokey” with NBC's 
late-night transition plan.....2:1 


OL START-UP SC 


Remember This Pet Komodo Dragon 

From Unaired 1985 Sitcom? 

No reason you should 

* 5 other TV lizards you'd barely recognize! 

More News 

* What Women Think Men Know about What Women Know 
about What Men Think about Women 

* Five Brands of Cyanide to Avoid 


<»> 


a2 

“Shrimp Forks Kill More People than Guns” 

NRA's LaPierre makes up bold statistic out of thin air 

* More mindless clichês to look for on bumper stickers soon 

More News 

e Pillow Fight Aboard Nuclear Sub Ignites Debate over 
Boredom in the Military 

e 93-Year-Old Flasher Evokes More Pity than Anger 


Writer: Jeff Kruse Komodo Dragon: Misad | Dreamstime.com 


a a pe 
Barge Carrying Mannequins, 
Strawberry Jam Crashes Near Pole 
“Not nearly as bad as it looked,” says Captain 
© Other cruel jokes on polar bears 
More News 
© Knighthood for Bassist in Satanic Death Metal Band? Doubtful 
* Competitive Eaters Tell Which Candidate They'd 

Rather Have 50 Burritos with 


http://www. aol.com 


GOP Congressman Embroiled in 

Unthinkable Sex Scandal 

Llamas and/or ping pong balls allegedly involved 

* The easily-imagined acts we always label “unthinkable” 
More News 

* News Not Good for Blind, 3-Legged Kitten Trapped in Minefield 


Llamas: Plsa | Dreamstime.com 9 


THE FUnDaLini PAGES 


SIGNS YOURE TOO FAT TO 
RECEIVE THE DEATH PENALTY A idee 


You're 
actually kind refuse to meet with the 
of excited prison chaplain because 
about that you're already meeting 
last meal with a pastry chef 
a 
Your preferred a Two guards are still 
method of > unaccounted for 
execution: Death på from your last body 


by Chocolate cavity search 


When they throw 
the switch, it smells 
like sweet, delicious 
bacon for miles and 

miles around 


You demand that 
the electric chair 
be pre-heated to 
450 and lightly 
coated with butter 


Years of carefully 
planning a prison break 
are immediately scrapped 
when the mess hall 
announces it's 
“Sloppy Joe Tuesday” 


You're less concerned 
about the governor's 
pardon arriving on time 
than you are about 
that damn Domino's 


R Artist: AI Jaffee 
delivery suy Colorist: Carl Peterson 


RECENTLY REJECTED COMICS 


| Product Placement Circus 
LESE: 
e 


Office Funnies 


Er 


Ben and Jerry™ knew they'd 
need more Excedrin™ washed 
down with Gatorade™ to get 
out of this Smuckers™ jam. 


“I won't be hassling you for sex anymore, Miss Kilpatrick. 


ct'weekend i U ver mishap.” 
My testicles were destroyed last weekend in a lawnmower mishap Writer: Jeff Kruse 
> Artist: Adam Koford 


ZALDETTA: WARRIOR-QUEEN WITH EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE 


TAKE THAT, CONVENIENT 
STAND-IN FOR MY 


K 


WEL 

Day 148: Puffkins remains, agic € 

Will Thursday bring better news? Find out 
ing be 


10 


proaaaaacktiv. 


The number one skin care system for the American Undead. 


Millions of flesh-eaters have 


discovered our secret to fresher- 


Æ | 


looking, less maggot-riddled skin. 


Zombie dermatologists recommend jing 
. . * ti 
Proaaaaacktiv® Solution to their m 
. e TE al 
brain-hungry patients, and Elle KER J 


for Zombies recently awarded us 


549% 
its Rot Fighter of the Year award. . > 
Why? Simply because Proaaaaacktiv* Solution works. Our unique blend 
of tea tree oil, lard extract and lye exfoliates long-dead tissue, clears up 
pesky rat bites and allows for the easy scraping-away of festering, greenish 
skin-flaps. So try Proaaaaacktiv® Solution today — with continued use, 


your flesh will come back to life — even though you can't! 


Order now and get 
our Open Jugular 
Beauty Kit and 

our informational 
booklet: How to 
Make the Most of 
What You've Lost 


Adhesive 
Bandages 


WRITER: ALISON GRAMBS ARTIST: SCOTT BRICHER 


MM YES! | would love to have pus-free skin that 
doesn’t leave my browning, rotted tendons exposed! 
Send me my Proaaaaacktiv® Solution 30-day kit with 
a risk-free 60-day guarantee for only $19.95 plus 
$5.95 shipping, handling and lurching fees. CA, 1A, 
and New Zombie Maryland residents please add 
applicable sales tax 


Payment method: 


[visa [mc 


Charge my: 


Acct. # Exp. 


Signature/Bloody Thumbprint 


Worried about your exposed jawbone? Self-conscious 
about your missing eye socket? By ordering now, you'll 
also be enrolled in the Proaaaaacktiv® Solution Flaccid 
Skin Club. Meet other zombies coping with similar rotting- 
skin problems and share your stories on NoFacebook. 
Membership lasts as long as your reanimated corpse is 
stumbling across the ravaged earth — so act today! 


Pre-Reanimation Name 
Address/Quarantine Zone 


City State Zip 


IF YOU CAN FIND AND OPERATE A WORKING 
TELEPHONE, CALL NOW OR MAIL TO: 
Proaaaaacktiv® Solution 

33 Fortified Bunker Way 

New Boston, MA 04033 


Call now! 1-888-UR-DEAD 


A MAD AD PARODY 


& 

It’s the pre-sold, prepackaged and preapproved prequel to the #1 movie trilogy 
of all time! (Sorry, Mighty Ducks!) Fans of the three Lord of the Rings epics 
have been waiting nine long years to see the next thrilling chapter of the E . a is rer DEFOD SEI 
J.R.R. Tolkien/Peter Jackson opus. Well, it’s a good thing those Hobbit- Å E i å KR TOM EN 
heads have gotten the hang of waiting. There's a whole lot of waiting, and —[ 

waiting, and waiting, not to mention stalling, loitering and dawdling, in... y 


I'm the Slobbit in The Slobbit! Like any 
ordinary Slobbit, I've got a plain face, stubby 
legs, furry feet, and pointed ears. In other 
words, I'm what you can usually expect to 
get on Match.com! But like crystal meth, 
| pack a whole lot of adventure into a very 
small package! Even so, 50 years of doing 
nothing is enough! Just ask Kris Jenner! 
Now I want to break loose and go for a 
really long walk! Maybe that doesn't seem 
electrifying to you, but as a bonus, I get to 
do all of the important work along the way, 
in exchange for 1/14th of the treasure! 


I'm the leader of these dwarfs, but in 
the same way that Yellow Shirt Greg 
is the leader of the Wiggles! It's my job 
to provide the emotional center for this 
guest. Unfortunately, the only emotions 
I ever feel are ill temper, irritation, 
indignation, impatience and irascibility. | 
If an emotion doesn't start with | 
the letter “i,” it infuriates me. Hey, 
“infuriation”! I just got a new one! 


I'm the wizard called Gandoof. I'm 1,941 years old, and the federal 
deficit's worst nightmare — I've been collecting Social Security 
for 1,876 years! My job is to keep an eye on the ominous realm of 
Torpor, and watch for signs of the rise of the insidious and powerful 
Sorehead. What any of that has to do with being the travelling 
babysitter for the Hair Club for Midgets, I have no idea! But we've 
got nine hours to figure it out. In the meantime, I need to practice 
looking bemused. I have to do it for the rest of this movie, and if 


I don't prepare pro 


The magic of 


“| J.R.R. Tolkien’s 


world is that 
every sword, 
every tree, 
every blade 
of grass has its 
own unique 
and fascinating 
story. 


rly, the sly twinkle in my eye could blind me! 


No! But we've got to turn a thin little book into 
a long, long, long trilogy! And also create ancillary 
merchandise to sell! So unless Zombie Tolkien somehow 
comes back and writes us another sweeping epic, this 
is our last rodeo! And your last chance to go to www. 
slobbit.com/shop, and buy your $79.99 limited edition 
collector’s figure of The Neighbor Who Bimbo Runs 
Past While He's Yelling About Having an Adventure! 


There are five wizards in Middling-Earth, just like 
the five vowels, the five senses or One Direction! 
I'm Pederast, the least socially adept of the five. 
You can find me deep in the forest, studying mush- 
rooms, lichens and fungus. Yesterday, I discovered 
two brand new species growing in my hair! 

I'm just happy to go down as a hero in this story. 
Usually a hairy loner in the woods who manipulates 
animals goes on a “must notify” registry! 


DÅ 


as Å 


For the record, I want everyone 
to know that these films are incredibly 
one-sided, and do NOT present 
a fair and full portrait of the orc race. 
To watch them, you'd think that all of us 
are gruesome, bloodthirsty murderers. 
‘| Untrue! For example, when do you ever 
see a depiction of an orc teacher, or an orc 
pediatrician or an orc florist? Other than 


that, though, they're completely realistic! | 


I'm Golfclub! No, you're not! Yes, we are! 
Shut up! No, you shut up! As you can see, 
we has two personalities. Which is two 
more than anybody else in this movie! 
But nobody makes funs of our 
schizophrenia act, or our manga 
eyeballses, or the way we keeps losing 
juicy parts to Steve Buscemi! Because 
when it comes down to it, The Slobbit: 
An Underedited Journey is our 15-minute 
riddle scene, surrounded by two and 
a half hours of rancid dreck! Don't knock 
rancid dreck, though. We loves eating it! 


strange and distant 
land! Colorful 
little people! 
Talking trees! 
Mysterious castles! 
A wonderful 
wizard! 
There’s never been 
anything like this! 


One can immerse himself 
in Tolkien’s rich, detailed 
universe. The good professor 
actually constructed 23 
fictional languages, each with 
a unique vocabulary and its 
own rules of grammar! 
Although when you examine 
them more closely, you realize 
that most of them are just 
regular English with the words 
“teh” and “pwned,” or typing 
a “3” to make a backwards E. 


What 
an 
J idiot! 


This account of Your unvarnished first-person history 

my thoughts and $ is a candid and honest account. My 

personal experi- å favorite part was when Kate Upton and 
Megan Fox fought to make love to you | 


Errorcodel The legendary city where the markets were prosperous 
and the CGI was blurry and indistinct. But lo, came the day when 
a glimpse of a tail and the suggestion of a foot laid waste to that 
mountain vault where the Dwarf-lord hid his gems and gold and 

dwarf porn. And the stronghold fell, and there was great suffering 


and destruction and tragedy for aonce mighty people. But it’s 
all good for you, because after these briefly exciting fire bursts, 


we're doomed to spendithe entire next hour cooling our heels 


inside a dwarf's living room. Say “Thank you, Mr. Dragon!!” 


ences is boring, 
self-indulgent, while you were inventing the iPod! 
I TNS 


My readers deserve 
the plain truth! 


and totally up my 
own butt. I've just 
invented blogging! 


¿E ; 


DAMN YOU, 
NARRATION 
BALLOON! 


Of the seven This Bimbo Gaggings has no bushy Wi The only one anyone needs to know is me. 
gripping || hair festooning his face. And if he's sl White only I am Thorazine Maxishield, son of Thrum, 
“answering | had seven [E son of Sam, son of Flubber. As for our 
the front door” know! A Slobbit doesn't belong with MM dwarfs, but Kd miscellaneous cohorts, from left to right they 
us! And considering how absurd I'VE got MWM are Teeny, Weeny, Hokey, Pokey, Artsy, Fartsy, 
a dozen. Rice-a-Roni, Laffy, Taffy, Oshkosh and B'Gosh! | 
Or possibly from right to left. Peter Jackson 


moments in this 
scene, I think this and useless these other 12 gut- - 
; Suck it, |S 
N obviously doesn't care, nor should you! 


one is definitely i| monkeys are, you can only imagine |= 
in the top two! E ~ Disney! 


él 


It’s ten parts filler, one part meat, 


Too self-indulgent? Yeah. So what? 
| But you'll be there to buy a seat! 


As every freakin' dwarf arrives, 
It's not like there's a complex plot: 
We'll make a mint without a doubt! 


That's how we stretch these movies out! 
But after we've sold you this turd, 


- Let's stay right here, no need to zoom. 
i We'll spend an hour in this room! You'll get a second, then a third! A 
The fanboys drink in every shot. We've got you hooked, you spineless trout. 
That's how we pad these movies out! 5 


Don't show it four times, show it five! Wi A 
As sluggish as a snail with gout. || “Let's go there and get back our stuff!” (ig) 
i | You think one movie'd be enough? NL That's why we drag these movies out! 
27 Ke a 


x 


Fair warning. We've 
all used your bath- 
room to freshen up. 


There's a hairball in 


your shower drain the 
size of a Volkswagen! | 


72 


I have to 
leave now, 
or I won't be 
able to make 
my surprise 
return 
in five 
minutes! 


Grurrlp! 
Great horse 
sandwich! 

I haven't 
tasted meat 
this good 
since I ate at 
Burger King! 


7 


Hold it! Unless 
you surrender, 
we'll kill him! 
But after you 
surrender, 
we'll still kill 
him! And 


This is some 
negotia- 
tion! 

Is this 
Middle- 
Earth, or 
the Middle 


Good plan! 


looked at my rabbit 
and scared him, and 
my rabbit pooped, and 
the poop smelled like 
carrots and fear. 


Gandoof, we must U Then Nekkeddancer U That's not a plan. 
alert the other wizards 
4 that Nekkeddancer 
has returned, then 
enlist the elves and | 
drive him to the south. $ 


It's just a statement. 


Thhhhhpppp! 
EVERYTHING sounds 
like a good plan 
to me. This isn't 
tobacco in my pipe! 


E PRE 


And now, the most thrilling part of any epic guest...the paper- If you're joining us, Bimbo, it's crucial to set 
work! Do you realize the hassle Odysseus faced after ten years of the terms before we embark. Orcs, trolls, 
fighting the witch-goddess Circe, the Cyclops and the entire army dragons, goblins, hellfire — those dangers 

of Troy? He hadn't even saved his receipts! You don't wanna | we can deal with. But there is one vile race 
know the hoops that poor bastard had to jump through just to of subhumans whose cruel scheming can 
get reimbursed for the nails they used to build the Trojan Horse! never be defeated: corporate lawyer: 


Y 


> 


= (e 


== = Wise up! If I let you keep 
Oh, the suspense! | | your horses, you'd be able 
lakka! But even though to safely ride to Errorcode in 
Guess your fake drama came | | three days. End of quest! The 
who? just in time for us, New Zealand Tourism Board 
Did ya it was a little late for |} didn't cut Peter Jackson a tax 
miss our horses! Why'd fg} break so that we could gallop 
you let them die? P 


Look out! Screw the book! /'m only mentioned 
Here comes an once in it! Now I'm in a full-blown 
orc horde that chase scene! Expand! Extrapolate 

you can't find in every passing reference and footnote! 
the original book, Nothing must go to waste! I want to 
sentbya stay on camera as long as I can! 
character who | George Allen & Unwin Publishers! 
originally died in Copyright 1937, 310 pgs.! 
a flashback! All rights reserved! 


Hey, look! Isn't that Bill Hader? — Those aren't ou 


r names! 


Ouick! Hide behind the Oh well, it's time for me to go. 
only object for miles! Let it be known that no rabbits 
were harmed during the filming 
He has an of this sequence. However, I've 
instinctive absolutely murdered the 60 or 70 
strategic other woodland creatures that 
we've crashed into and run over! 


mr SN 
I've been expecting Yeah, great, whatever. 
you, Gandoof. I see Should I care about which 
you've brought Itchy, of you interchangeable 
Scratchy, Herky, Jerky, troll dolls is which? That's 
Dipsy, Tinky-Winky, like trying to keep track of 
Hornswoggle... Taylor Swift's ex-boyfriends! 


What genius decided What a ridiculous guestion! 
we should climb all the You might as well ask 
way up this mountain? why none of us heard the 

How is this route rock giants' thunderous 
any guicker? Why not bashing and crashing way 
just walk around it in advance, before they 
at ground level? were ten feet away from us! 


We are the four inhabitants |] You were right to bring the 
of Middling-Earth who are [Y] news of the Nekkeddancer's 
the most skilled at standing A return to our attention. 
around. But when we stand The threat is so catastrophic, 
around together, our standing I'm seriously considering stroll- 
around power is unstoppable. | ing over to the balcony, and 
Also, unstartable! keel standing around there instead! 
5 AV Te 7 


We'll shows 
el Gaggingses how 


OK! Riddle #1 Herpes! Our A hot dog! 
for you: “You turn! “Part “Each one 


Is ita naked 
albino on a 


We get Wi-Fi down here! 
The answer is that stupid 


A TSA airport 


to get out of take it to bed cat, part scat, | | different, yet | | Willy Wonka “tell me more | | body scanner! pogo stick, 

here, but only when you part sewer always the about...” Internet meme! This game whistling the 

if it can beats do not sleep; rat! Part hair, same. A mil- But will it guessss this could go on theme to Glee? 

us in a game after you give part sand, lion strong, riddle? “Shows your inside for days. 

of Jenga! Or it away, it's still part human yet always from the outside, men sit What am I Hmmph. 
yours to keep.” hand!” ringside at your backside!” thinking of? Correct! 


2% rhyming riddles. 


Microsoft 
Windows! And 
now, if you don't 
mind, I'm going 
to control-alt- 
delete myself! 


“You buy it 
brand new, 
then need to 
fix it. Who 
hates it most 
always picks it.” 


You were angry 
he was with us. 
Now you're angry 
he's left us? It's 
almost as if arbi- 


are here, 
except 
that inept, 
cowardly 
Slobbit who 
abandoned added to 


this story! 


i 


Gentlemen, a toast 
to the success of our 
quest! We headed out 
eventually, accomplished 
nothing and now we're 
somewhat closer! 


trary conflict was P 


Alas, if only we 
had some simpler, 
more direct way 
to travel to that 
mountain. Oh, and 
bye, giant eagles! 


AR — n 


ble to blast 300 goblins with 
his staff, why were we running for our lives 
from a dozen orcs? And why didn't the blast 
hit any of us? And how is it that no matter 
who's against us, or how far we fall and crash, 
none of us dwarfs ever get killed? 


A 
Hey, if Gandoof is a 


Your criticism would sting if 


it weren't coming from some- 


one whose master plan to kill 
a dragon and claim a king- 
dom is to organize a dozen 

jockeys to hike 1,000 miles so 


and see if it's unlocked! 
y W UL I (TN 


I was inexplicably 
rescued by Bimbo's sudden, 
unexplained sword-fighting 
skill against a war-hardened 

opponent! And now I'm 
being inexplicably rescued 
by giant eagles who weren't 
mentioned until we were 
facing certain death! 


Just keep doing what you're doing! 
Someday, they will sing tales of our 
exploits. Epic tales. Poorly plotted 
tales. Implausibly convenient tales 
with logic holes big enough to 


drive a dragon through! 


As with all of our improbably 
timed rescues, you can thank 
Gandoof! He killed the trolls 
who were about to eat us! 
He blasted the goblins who 
were about to kill us! And he 
summoned the eagles that just 
saved us! Makes you wonder 
what the heck he needs us for? 


Hey there, everybody! Remember me? The scary dragon 
from almost three hours ago? Anyway, I'm in the next film. 
So if you want to get a clear view and see what I look like, 

you'll have to buy a second movie ticket! I might be a 
dragon, but you're the schmucks who just got burned! 


S 


See the rising U.S. debt — 
Massive debt! 
Facing Armageddon and without a safety net! 
See it rising, rising, rising 
As we play a deadly game, 
While both parties, not surprising, 
Foul the air while emphasizing 
That the other side's to blame! 
Feel the crunch, crunch, crunch 
Of a Congress out to lunch — 
And a spending spree that's stretched us to the highest level yet! 
Adding debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
To the whopping and eye-popping U.S. debt! 


See us shrugging off the debt — 


Giant debt! 
Trillions added yearly to our sorrow and regret! 
See big corporations hiding 
From the I.R.S. once more — 
It's a gravy train they're riding 
With their profits now residing 
In a bank account offshore! 
What a crock, crock, crock 
With so many folks in hock — 
And the aid we are denying to a jobless, homeless vet — 
Curse the debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
The unceasing and increasing U.S. debt! 


oA 
A 
SAS 


¡0000000000007 


With apologies to 
Edgar Allan Poe, 
to whom we 
owe a debt for 

“The Belis” 


See us dealing with the debt — 
Surging debt! 
Saved from going under by the hefty loans we get! 


See us on our knees and pleading 
AED For some help from the Chinese — 


Just ten billion we are needing 
And it's vital we're succeeding, 
Which is why we're on our knees! 
See us lose, lose, lose, 
Piling up more I.O.U.s — 
And as years go by we find we're getting just a bit upset 
With the debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
The eternal and infernal U.S. debt! 


See the future of the debt — 
Senseless debt! 
Dooming the unborn to thankless years of toil and sweat! 
See the looming devastation 
With the dollar down the drain 
And this once terrific nation, 
Once the cause of admiration, 
Gone the way of Greece and Spain! RS 
See it soar, soar, soar — 
Ev'ry year a trillion more! 
If you still believe we'll pay it off, then, sucker, place your bet 
On the debt, debt, debt, debt, 
Debt, debt, debt — 
The ascending, never-ending U.S. debt! 


| 
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g =% WRITES AND WRONGS DEPT. 


In the world of white-collar jobs, few things are more dreaded than the “group office greeting card.” For one 
an original, creative and heartfelt thought using the Hallmark card and Sharpie that’s been shoved under 


brief moment, cubicle drones drained of all independent thought and joy by their corporate overlords are pressured into expressing 
their noses. Few rise to the challenge. In our attempt to help, take a look at this prototypical card and learn to avoid the faux pas with... 


Office Greeting Gard Etiquette 


Don’t 
cast 
judgment. 


Keep 
divisional 
differences 
out of it. 


Do not use the 
card to suck up 
to your boss. 
No one ever 
got a promotion 
or raise based 
on their 
greeting card 
message. 


Gettin Sick. Sevves you right 7 yoo never 
VIK SK yorr hands after using the bathroom. 


Bil & 


$ Accounts PAAR 
Eno 1 Maeueting. 
YN 
sags RO Gr 
M A04, 


Le is WACK! 
Wants You to 
e Moge! 


Todd 


y Penny, 


| Know 
Becaose Wor kins fr ME | 
Greatest Job in He ed! 


- Steve Grands 


voort ooking | Ao Comi as back- 
Tar hr 15 the 


Buddy — 
Cs any Time hue? 
pad in Level 


When you don’t know 


Asitis who the card recipient is, 
in other just call him “Buddy” 
aspects of life, and make a clichéd 
plagiarism is 


statement about humanity. 
ano-no. — — 


Bena ee 4 
e 
ai have proc? a Tis a shame 
r Cecover AM an Keep religious remarks 
for ge å og na e Vel non-denominational. 
o lc ve. ke 
oM agar pe Ŷ 
sswipe? 
ale hd owe me, A 
where? the Trey Don’t use 
the card to 
bring up 


sore spots. 


Get Well Soont 


ÉS MADE ME 
uu” SIGN TS. 
pus ne —Eperr— 


Be careful not 
to be too honest. 


Don’t jump 


Å | = the gun if he's 
~ not dead yet. 


Do not use the message to discuss 
human resources-related issues. 


Sergio AragoneS 


PRESENTS 


EI HERE COMES THE SNIDE DEPT. 


t weddings, no ONE ever 
5 any attention to 


I vow not to get 
mad at you when 
you are mad at me 


ay 1 
fe vows! And GN z : 
ood reason — they're core ae 
sunk! It's always the same n! eae, 
about cherishing and GAR $ a 
ternal love. Those things k 
e do with the average — - 
at ike to hear some vows that E 
marriage! We a AL situations couples face! si al 
er ee tty — but neither is that o au 
they wouldn't be pre! ty P WN 
bridesmaid (yikes)! It’s hig) 3 
why I was 
WRITER: TERESA BURNS not 
PARKHI t 
ARTIST: LEONARDO jon speaking 


I promise to say 
“excuse me” the next 
time I rip one in front 


I promise to make 
myself do that 


of your book club. disgusting I promise 
thing I will only 
you like let my ass 
at least once get just 
If I miss and pee on the floor, guarterly. so fat. 


I do swear to put a little piece of 
toilet paper on it, so it will be 
easier for you to pick up later. 


I swear not to bitch at you 
endlessly over things you 
have little control over, like your 
douchebag brother. 


I pledge to admire 
other racks 
ONLY when you are 

not staring at me. 


I promise I will 
try not to scream 
“WHAT THE HELL ARE 
YOU CRYING ABOUT?!?” 
when you are crying. 


I swear I will try to 
act like I care 
a little when you talk 
incessantly about 
some sport. 


I vow to only bring up your 
old whore — I mean 
girlfriend — when I am 

really buzzed. 


pe A A 


I swear to clear the 
browser history 
of all porn before 
you use the computer. 


I promise to 
apologize 
when you 
say I should. 


I swear to let you hang up 


one thing you think I promise 
looks good in a room to only speak 
I swear to get that doesn't matter. to you f 
really good at like you 
looking like I swear to only wake you from a sound sleep are stupid 
I am paying for sex when it is absolutely necessary. when it is ( 
attention. I promise that once we start having kids, Å absolutely 
necessary. 


I will not bug you about having kids. 
i A fog 


«E IN BLOG WE TRUST DEPT. 


9000 4 pLANET TAD (3 Lion-Taming Fails ¿3 Garfield Plus Garfield 2. 70 of Kevin Kline 


@ Fishstickipedia 


CA | Q http://www.planettad.com/profile/07-2013 


PLANET TAD!!! 


»NAME: TAD »AGE: 1.4 DECADES » ASTROLOGICAL SIGN: YIELD 


JULY 4, 2013 


Today's the Fourth of July. As I'm writing this, | can see our neighbors shooting 
off fireworks, and I can hear all the dogs up and down the block bark and howl 
because they're terrified of the loud bangs. PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 

I know it's supposed to be 
reassuring, but “No More 
Tears” baby shampoo sounds 
like it does something awful 
to babies. 


You'd think the dogs would remember that this happens the same time every 
year. But I guess, since one dog year eguals seven human years, for them, fire- 
works are something awful that happens, and then a long time passes, and just 
when you've almost completely forgotten about them, they're happening all over 


again, and you have no ability to make them stop. Like the Winter Olympics. 


JULY 5, 2015 


Good news! My dad announced today that 

we're all going to visit my grandma down 
in Florida next month, so we can all go hang out 
at the beach! 


But also: Bad news! My mom tried on her swim- 
suit today, and it doesn't fit anymore, so she's 
going on a diet. 


Here's why that's bad news: When my mom 
goes on a diet, our whole family has to go on a 
diet, because she always figures that the reason 
she gained weight is that all of us are eating 
badly. “It'll be fun!" she said. “It'll be a project 
that brings the whole family together!” And I 
thought about pointing out that, when you're on 
summer vacation, the last thing you want is to 
be given a project. But I didn't say anything, 
because my mom gets kind of hungry and 
grumpy when she's on a diet. 


JULY 7, 2013 
Tonight for dinner, we had a kohlrabi salad 
with guinoa. Here's something I figured 
out tonight: Any food whose name is worth 
more than 10 points in Scrabble tastes terrible. 


For dessert, we got raisins. Raisins! Raisins are 
the saddest fruit. Raisins are, like, grapes that 
gave up and died. 


JULY 10, 2015 


Tonight's dinner was just a bowl of steamed barley and some scrambled 
Egg Beaters. It's like what a crazy person thinks is food. 


JULY 6, 2013 


Well, the diet's started. Tonight, my mom cleaned out all the cupboards 

and got rid of all the junk food in the house, and replaced it with healthy 
stuff like rice cakes and some sort of weird flat dry Danish crackers which might 
not even be food. They might be, like, packing materials that got sent over here 
and are sold as food because of some mistranslation. 


Oh, and she got some low-fat “I Can't 
Believe It's Not Butter!”, which is just 

a really lame name for a food, because 
all it does is remind you that you're not 
actually eating butter. It's like if Katherine 
Heigl changed her name to “I'm Sort of 
Like Emma Stone, But Not Really” or if 
Daredevil's name was, “Sorry, Spider- 
Man Couldn't Make It.” 


JULY 7, 2013 
I bet fish remember the story of Noah's Ark as “That time God got really mad at 
everyone but us.” 


JULY 8, 2013 
So, today all our neighbors had barbecues, so we could smell hot dogs and 
hamburgers cooking in our backyard as we ate steamed cod. My mom told 
me and my sister Sophie, “It’s just the same as fish sticks!” Which is sort of like 
saying that an algebra textbook is the same as “The Hunger Games”, because 
they both contain all the same letters. 


JULY 9, 2013 

OK, I can't take much 

more of my mom's diet. 
Tonight, she told us all that 
we were getting a treat. “It’s 
ice cream!” she said, and she 
served it to us. And then we 
ate a little of it, and she said, 
“Surprise! It's actually frozen 
nonfat Greek yogurt!” It 
was disgusting. | hate Greek 
yogurt. | bet even the Greeks 
hate Greek yogurt. That's 
why they keep sending it all 
over here. 


JULY 11, 2013 
Well, it took my dad and me all after- 
noon. We had to go to seven different 
stores, but we finally managed to find the 


After dinner, | went to take the trash out through the garage, and caught my dad 
hiding in his car, eating a Snickers bar. He just looked at me and said, “Don't tell 
your mom.” And I said, “Of course! I would never tell her that I saw you eating half 
a Snickers bar.” And he said, “What do you — oh.” And then he broke his Snickers 
bar in half and gave half to me. 


We sat in the car eating, and I said, “How much longer will this go on?” And he 
said, “I dunno. Until she fits into her swimsuit, I guess.” 


Wait a minute. I just had an idea. 


JULY 10, 2013 


From all the ads, it looks 
pretty clear that “The 
Lone Ranger” is about 
two guys. 


I feel like someone needs 
to have the word “lone” 
explained to them. 


exact swimsuit my mom owns, but one size 
larger. We brought it home, and while my 
sister Sophie distracted my mom by helping 
her make a rutabaga and spelt casserole, 
my dad carefully sewed the label from her 
old swimsuit into the new one. 


Then, at dinner, my dad and I took turns 
remarking on how much thinner my mom 
looks. After a while, my dad said, “You 
know, maybe you should try that swimsuit 
on again...” 


Anyway, my mom's diet is over, and she's 
really happy about how well it worked — in 
fact, we're going out to dinner tonight to 
celebrate. I'll give my mom this, though: She 
was absolutely right — it's kind of nice when 
a project brings our family together. 


PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 45m 
Why haven't the companies 

that make elevators realized 
there would be a huge market 
for ones that go sideways? 


PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 

I get the name “Chicken of 
the Sea”, but why would you 
call your tuna fish “Bumble 
Bee”? I don't even like tuna, 
and I'd rather eat it than eat 
a bumblebee. 


PLANET TAD @PlanetTad 

I wonder if Baskin-Robbins 
sometimes considers coming 
up with a 32nd flavor, but 
then they’d have to change 
all the signs. 


@ RELATIONSHIP 
Tad is currently dating: YOUR MOM!!!! 
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Tad visited: 

<> The Swimsuit Hut 
Swimsuits R Us 
Snorkels, Etc. 
Just Add Water! 
Swimsuit Co. 


Slippery When 
Wet Swimwear 


Swimsuit Barn 
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WRITER AND ARTIST: PETER KUPER 


DIGITAL 


THE FIRST 25 ISSUES OF MAD 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD! 
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This issue 
Humor In A Jugu Tygwyn 
ER your whd 


point of 


Read the first 25 
furshlugginer issues of MAD on your tablet 


TETTEY 
(Extra exclamation points added to give the appearance that this is a good thing.) 


(Technology to order these issues through your toaster is still in development.) 


Download these classic issues now, while supplies last! 


(This old advertising line's no longer valid with the whole digital thing, but we're hoping most of our readers won't think of that!) 


ry IT'S COMPLAINING CATS AND DOGS DEPT. 


If you have a pet, you probably think you're a great pet owner just because you walk your dog or scoop your cat’s litter box. But that’s a conclusion 
based on human standards, What about your pet's standards? We hate to break it to you, but anímal standards are very different, as you'll see in... 


- You leave a lot to = 
be desired in the bedroom. 


Hey, l'm layin’ up here and your 
breath stinks like a homeless 
person's. I lay down there and it's 
all “feet smell” and farts. And when 
| stretch out an eighth of an inch, 
you start bitchin' that you don't have 
enough room! You really need to 
take a Valium — and while you're at 7 
it, take somethin’ for that annoying 
restless leg B.S. too! 


> 


really need to I 
nee look up the word 
“gratitude” ín the dictionary, 


What the —? I present you with 

the fruits of my superior hunting 
and gaming skills and all you 
can do is respond with an ugly 

display of revulsion and disgust? 

Oh, and the Febreze? Salt in the 

proverbial wound! 


PEEVE: Geez, you suffer 
from pitiful delusions of superiority. 


Beg? Me? Are you kidding? You seem to associate having thumbs 
and a spoken language with a higher level of species-hood. 
False! You, with your reality shows and religions, are not as 
evolved as me! You 
merely have a dif- 
ferent skill set! Now 
please freshen that 

dreadful water bowl. 


BEATRIEE'S PEEVE: 
You have a morally E 
bankrupt value system. p> 


Give me a break, 


dude — it’s just a 
couch! It’s not like 
| shredded your 
aorta or somethin’! 
Is a piece of furniture 
more important 
than happiness? Or 
satisfaction? Or are 
you just one of those 
narcissistic, shallow 
morons who prize 
possessions above 
everything else? 
I think one of us needs 
to get more in touch 
with his spiritual side! 


EEA 


á BINE'S PEEVE: I'm 108 years old, I can haul a wagon fulla cinder blocks 
| with my bare teeth and you're still talkin’ to me like I'm a freakin’ baby! _ 


No, dammit, | don’t want a “snickety- 
snack,” | want a raw hunk of squirrel! And 
no, | don’t need a “hiney-wipee,” | can lick 
my arse in case you haven’t noticed, thank 
you very much! And if you call me your 
“bestest wittle woofy boo” one more time, 
| swear I'm gonna piss 
all over your stupid 
scrapbooking crap! 


CHICO'S PEEVE: You have no appreciation 
for the finer things in life. i ev 


Hey, when | take the time and energy to sniff 
out a delectable pile of human waste, or, say, 
some woodchuck intestines at the perfect 
stage of decomposition and then proceed to 
do the only sensible thing — smear myself in 

them thoroughly — ae 
I'd really appreciate 
a congratulatory 
high-five rather than 
you going apesh*t and 
throwing a conniption! 


WRITER AND ARTIST: TERESA BURNS PARKHURST 35 
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Budding trees signal spring, changing leaves indicate autumn, and heavy snow means winter. Think again! (And while you're at it, throw another shrimp on the barbie!) MAD has some other 
But what about that other season—how can we tell when it begins? Beach parties? Picnics? signs in mind... warning signs! The signs that mean three months of torture! You know that 


SUMMER HAS ARRIVED WIELEN... 


ARTIST: PAUL COKER WRITER: TOM KOCH 


+++ AND DISTANT RELATIVES UNEXPECTEDLY DROP BY 


-.-AND ROCK CONCERTS MOVE OUTSIDE TO BIG STADIUMS, BUT 


CONDITIONER ON THE FIRST DAY YOU REALLY NEED IT je A 
| ( 
—_ 


... AND TV NETWORKS BEGIN BRAGGING ABOUT THEIR NEW FALL LINEUP- DURING JUNKY RERUNS OF THE SHOWS 
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ee PEN AND STINK DEPT. 


HELLO, I WAS WONDERING IF HOW ABOUT "CHANGING TACTICS" 
YOU HAD A COPY OF "GETTING WHAT BY BURT ALBERT DERNSWORTH? 

YOU WANT" BY ALEX 6. SMYTHE. > 7 < 
a NO, DOESN'T LOOK 


DP Lets Look IT UP. || QU LIKE WE HAVE THAT 
HESTE RE | ONE EITHER. A 


AFRAID NOT. 


[HOLD ON, I HAVE A WHOLE 
LIST HERE. TRY "LEARNING TO 
DEAL WITH DISAPPOINTMENT" a = 
BY JANET NERO PIERSON? i TLL LOOK IT UP, BUT y — 

IK I DONT THINK WE DO. H YES. RIGHT 

LOOKS LIKE OUR ONE å | 

COPY WAS DAMAGED AND IT'S 
ON PERMANENT BACKORDER. 


| GLAD NE COULD 
BE OF HELP. 


CHRISTOPHER BALDWIN 


39 


40 


WOW! TOUR DOG 
CAN IDENTIFS 
OTHER ANIMALS? 


JEFF?! OH NO! 
ARE YOU 
_H 
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CONFESSIONS 
With Special guest 


CYAN SEARE STAIN 
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more Tan | love herl! 
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Yaon me, amer! Vm so 

working all-te time, 
We had THE Mic Surgically 
fosed 1o my handl 
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50 like Har? Yo yo Hink 
PST anyone can do Har? 
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\ reason wHy eveyone ~~ 
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NATHAN COOPER 


KIT LIVELY & SCOTT NICKEL 


KEITH KNIGHT 


we LEAVING BONNIE TUCKER A5 THE 
“SOLE SURVIVING MEMBER OF HE 
ONCE FAMOUSSADVENTURE OCTUPLETS: 


What Now | just 
happened, | ! used it gotta age it in 
COOMBS! ? | all to make an OAK BARREL 
We've run out this batch for nine years 


of WATER! 4 st Ken and...VOILA! 


We don’t have an 
OAK BARREL! We're in a 
TINY SPACE CAPSULE! 


Luckily, I smuggled What?! Same way I 
a bunch of LUMBER How'd got the CHOP 
on board to make one. you do SAW on board. 


And all my 
CONWAY TWITTY 
RECORDS! RUN 


Wait...l opened à , ; 
the wrong box. : COOMBS! 


OHNO! HORNETS! 


FANTABULAMAN IS MEETING WITH CITY 
OFFICIALS WHEN YEARS OF RESENTMENT 
SVDDENLY BOIL OVER. 


THE MAYOR WANTS Lf WTF?! AFTER ALL 
To MOVE YOU TOA I THE TIMES 1 SAVED 
SMALLER OFFICE. MM THE CITY? 


ns ABULAMAN 


(NOE ¿ TRULY 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GONNA 


HEY, HEY, HO HO, 


DO- GO ON GENTRIFYING 
STRIKE 7 UNDEFEATABLE 
SUPERHEROES OUTTA 


THEIR OFFICES HAS 


S0... I'M So 
UNDEFEATABLE 


THAT I WIN 
EVEN AGAINST 
MY OWN 


rd, — om e} 
frie STKIP. Lus 


TED RALL 


WE SEE 
DUMB PEOPLE — 
BUYING 
å ol 


Fy THE DILATE SHOW DEPT. 


“Sorry — only family, 
producers, cameramen 
and sound techs are 
allowed in the room.” 


7 “It’s so sweet to see the 
whole family gather 
together for the birth — 
even if it's just to get 
their full salary for the 
two-hour special.” 


“This hospital is 

great — it's where 
Y Bruce got his face 
permanently frozen.” 


“Can we speed 
this up? Kris Jenner 
already has the 
baby scheduled 
for auditions.” 


“This is the first 
time Kim’s ever 
broken a sweat.” 


“No, Scott — 
this is NOT just 
like the Chilean 

miners’ rescue!” 


“Forceps...clamp... 
scissor jack... 
spackle...” 


“Khloe, please! 
Finish your 
sloppy joe 

before holding 
the baby!” 
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WRITER: MATT LASSEN å ANTON EMDIN 
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itter, 


yi i | bL. 
Ai i | 
De y 
“Awww, the a R 
Ss 


baby’s got ` e ii 
her mother’s y Van» 
blank stare!” A EN 

e= N DØ 
“The TMZ cameras 
are ready — would Y, 
you like to cut the / 
cord, Mr. Levin?” 


“OH MY GOD, 
IT’S GOT A TAIL!” 


“I'm not surprised 
the delivery was a 
breeze — Kim does 
her best work 
in bed!” 


VI 
a 


“I've never 
seen a baby in 
a black leather 
Onesie before.” 


“That baby fat 
has got to go! How 
soon can she get 
liposuction?” 


“This might be the 
only Kardashian- 
related atrocity 

that Ryan Seacrest 
didn't produce.” 


“Hey! Ijust f 

Ou; 
Robert a 
Super Bow! ring!” 


“Catfishing” has become a part of our culture, thanks to a movie, a TV show and Manti Te'o's, um...life. If you didn't know, catfishing involves creating a 
a fraudulent online relationship with an unsuspecting person. It sounds outlandish, but it's more common than you'd think (Oh, HulaGoddess5000, 
So, before you fall in love with a lying stranger (After all those magical, romantic games of “Draw Something”...how could you betray 


ns YOU Might 


ECO OAN 


Gatfished 


i NI ) You chat on Facebook so often that you begin to wonder 
where she finds the time to be a Nobel Prize-winning 
neurosurgeon and part-time underwear model 


Every time you call the number he gave you, 
he pretends to be a confused Papa John’s employee 
who doesn't know what you're talking about 


In some of her online pictures she’s a 
svelte, 20-something, girl-next-door type. 
In others, she’s a large Samoan fellow 


He claims he can’t meet you in person because ( y T 


he's from the future and wouldn't want to create Ø j 5 En SER A 
any temporal paradoxes by accident 7 You'd swear that the “person” you just Skyped with was a 


magazine photo of Kate Upton with a mustachioed pair of 
lips talking through a hole where her mouth used to be 


fake identity and starting 
you broke our heart! We thought we KNEW you!!!) 
us like this, HulaGoddess50007!? HOW?!?!) be sure you keep an eye out for these... 


Google L 


IMAGES mars SHOPPING 


You drop her profile picture into a reverse 
Google Image Search and it confirms your 
suspicions: Yep, that’s Oprah all right 


LUV 29 
TLL KNOW IT'S 
TRUE LOVE WHEN 


You just started emailing last week and he’s already 
saying things like “I think I love you,” “You may be the 
one” and “What's your Social Security number?” 


He can't video chat with you because his webcam is broken, | 
- can't call you because he doesn't own a cell phone and 

can't visit you because he's currently having a new fish tank 

installed in his Lambo. (No cell phone? Yeah, right) 


WRITER: KENNY KEIL 


ARTIST: KEVIN POPE 


Be Getting — 


She says your collection of Star Wars 
J memorabilia sounds “super hot” 


Your friend Dave can't stop giggling when you tell 
him about your online girlfriend. Hey that's weird — 
Dave and your online girlfriend have the same giggle... 


He asks to borrow money for his grandmother's 
funeral when he still hasn't paid you back for his 
lasteight dead grandmothers' funerals 


47 


COMPLETE YOUR MAD LIBRARY 


(AND PROUDLY DECLARE YOURSELF A COMPLETE IDIOT!) 
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E Stupidity En : 
Fr FASTER! 


DUMBER! 


(OW BY Dave GIBBONS 


a 7 
SENSES! 


BUY THEM ALL NOW errors vou come to vour 


THE LOCKED MESS MONSTERS DEPT. 
— 
When storage units are abandone ET 


“because renters fall behind in their 
payments, rats invade the lockers: 
No, not the rodents! They’ré nice 
.—Compared.to.creepy, slimy, peti Y _ wy a = 


er 
FR == VERE MSG 


bidders are here, ready to make money WA Um Grave Fester. | come to every auction with MB — A så I'm Barrel Schlitz and I've been hooked on 3 
off the misfortunes of others. Locker renters lose their å a lot of bucks to spend and a lot of contempt storage auctions since I found four authentic portrayed as lowlife, bottom-feeding scavengers, 
belongings when they fall on hard times and can't for my fellow bidders. I occasionally bid on . Matisse paintings at one 20 years ago. > å but guess what? This is A&E — home to shows 
make payments, but our bidders are here to make their $ stuff to buy, but mainly I bid to screw my — They were the ugliest *&^96ing paintings - like Duck Dynasty and Dog the Bounty Hunter! 
despair FUN! Each star bidder has his or her own special - - fellow buyers by driving the prices up. Even if REE you ever saw so | threw them out, but | LE WM Other networks can go after the well-educated, 
personality...actually, none of them has any personality I go home without winning one bid, I have the EES got $300 for each of the frames! I made Eed - 18-to-25-year-old viewer. Couch potatoes who 
at all, but our producers invented “personalities” for satisfaction of knowing I made a lot of people $1,200 and I only paid $700 for the locker. $ adore lowlife, bottom-feeding scavengers are 
each of them. With that in mind, introduce yourselves! miserable. And you can't put a price on that! 5 So as you can see, I know what I'm doing! exactly the demographic this network is after! 


y 


fee. 
Si 


Listen up, bidders! These are the rules: 
when we open an abandoned locker, 
you have five minutes to look inside. 
But you can take all the time you need 

to belittle and berate your fellow bidders. 

And you should do that, because that's 

pretty much the only thing that adds a bit 
of entertainment to this dreary show! 


I'm Jerk-Rod Shucks and I'm kind of new to the I'm Barely Wise, a laid-back, know-it-all collector. I'm also 

game of bidding on abandoned property in lockers. > a show-off. To make sure all eyes are on me when I pull 
My wife says I bid recklessly and waste money on | Â which is every auction, I can't stand to be in Å file ' | into an auction, I always show up in something weird. It 

4 _ total crap. She claims I don't have a plan. She's / the same bed with him. So I make him sleep } A a Y i 
wrong! It just so happens my plan is to bid recklessly | on the couch. He doesn't think it's much of a 4 5 the most money ever today to make a grand entrance. 
4 and waste money on total crap. So far, 've been f4 punishment because he's bought 47 couches SN TEAS I came here in a yacht! The reason it was so expensive 
hugely successful! We're almost broke, but we have over the years. Oops! Actually, 49. I forgot ¿ B is that we're 20 miles from any body of water! Do you 

he bought two more couches today! $ A 4 know how much it costs to aaa a 20-mile-long inlet?!? 


I'mDanDotsontheauction 
eerwhoauctionsoffthecr 
apthatisabandonedwhen 
ownersdon'tpaytheirrent 
alfees. Whoevercomesup 
withthemostcashwalks 
awaywiththecrapinside 


We won it, 
Blandi! We'll 
make a killing 


| onthestuffin [| 


this locker! 


J 
| brought 
you to help, 
Random — 
don't disap- 
point me! 
Anything 
good in 
this locker? 


That 


giant 
old TV! 


| You paid $3,000! | 


monster 
cabinet in 
the corner? | 

That's a 


What the hell is 
that guy saying? 


Who knows? He 
babbles on incoher- 


ently and people give 
him wads of cash. 


Are you nuts? 


We set a limit 
of $500! 


What a find! It’s not one of them 
| cheap, thin HDTVs that weigh 
almost nothing like you see 
today. That old monster probably 
weighs 200 pounds and it’s three 
feet thick. That's what you call a 
real TV! People will pay plenty 
to get one of these babies! 


How 
does the 
auctioneer 


Babbling 
A incoherently 
for loads of 
money — 
that’s Sean 
Hannity’s 
career! 


bidding? 
No one’s 
saying a 


But look what we got! A brand new HD video 


camera, professional microphones, studio- 


guality lights and a working teleprompter unit! 


That stuff alone is worth about $15,000! 


What, 
so you can 
have it for 
yourself? 
There's 
some nice 
stuff in here. 


They use 


j A blink, 


secret 
signals. f 


anod, 
a raised 
finger... 


Whoa! That guy 
just bid $400, 
$600, $700, $900 Å 
and won it for 
$1,000! But no 
one else was bid- 
ding against him! 


9 Poor 

|| schmuck 
hada 

sneezing 

fit! Every f 
move 
here 
counts! 


Oh, it’s worth more than 
that, Jerk-rod! Problem is, 
it all belongs to A&E! That's 
the video equipment they're 
using to tape us for the show! 


> Of course there 


is — | live in 
here! It's about 
the only rent an 


|| old person can 


I'm not heartless. 
You can stay here. 
But you better start 
paying your monthly 


I'll buy it next time 
and you're out! 


fn 


If | could 
abandon you 
in a locker 
and weld 
it shut, I'd 
be a happy 
woman! 


We keep buying 
antigues, but none of 
the old ones! We buy 

only NEW antigues! 
We stick the others 
with the old antigues! 


— Furniture? 
Ll You're right, a | wouldn't jump to con- z We're talking 
Ll Jerk-rod. |H clusions. That old piece H about you, you 
4 of furniture might be L antique piece 
worth something. O of *&4%! 


What the $@*%...none of this 
was here before! You guys 


stuff to make it interesting! 


I see a safe 
in the corner! 
There might be 
some valuable 
=| deeds in there f 

— and that 
would be good 
a in-DEED! 


Oh crap, 
| acciden- 
tally gave 
every- 
body 
the exact 
same 
adlib! 


I see a safe 
in the corner! 
There might be 
some valuable 
deeds in there 
— and that 
would be good 
in-DEED! 


I see a safe 
in the corner! 
There might be 
some valuable 
deeds in there 

M — and that 
H would be good 
in-DEED! 
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This is *&^96ing ridiculous! | just 
looked in a locker that had a bro- 
ken bed, a table with three legs 
and a mattress crawling with 
bedbugs! There was nothing in 
there worth a &*"%ing penny! 


Really? You're 

| only supposed 
to get one 

| look, but look 

at that same 

locker again. 


You want reality? 
You're fired! 
And that's 
for real! 


Is there any reality 
at all in this 
reality series?? 


Yep, that's what the 
producers told me I was. 
And I have plenty of 
experience. I got into 


toys at a very young age. | 


Even as a child I had them! 


FI | 
This It’s very rare to come across a Monopoly set where 


game Sounds all the money, all the playing pieces, the dice 


Great news! 
We also 


you like I and all the Community Chest cards are missing. found a rifle, 
brought havea And the playing board is ripped in half, BUT you so we'll be 
Monopoly | | have both halves, which is a good thing. I'll venture back later 

on getting to say...a collector with really poor eyesight, who when you'll 


was dead drunk and expecting to be reimbursed 
ou $250 for this! 


be a gun 


You would think I'd look like a real jerk Let me show you how it works. One old shoe — I can get at least 
spending $1,200 to buy this locker full of $100 for that. Here's another old shoe; now I have a pair worth $400. 
crap! But there's a neat little “save face” A torn newspaper from two years ago, that's a good $50! Used tooth- 

gimmick the producers gave us. We go 2 brushes — wow — there's a huge market for them...four of them at 
through the crap and put our own price [E] $75 each, that's $300! This upright piano just needs a keyboard, and all 

on it! Then, with no guestions asked, the hammers and *&^96 that are supposed to make the music. I can get 
that value shows up on the screen like $1,000 for this. So I “made” $600 on this locker! Unless, of course, you 
it was really worth that much! have half a brain and can figure out what a joke this part of the show is! 


everyone, 

today's 

auction is k 
A cancelled! 


Someone got here I don't know, he just said he was 
an hour ago and said the producer for a show called 
they'd buy every 
locker for top dollar, worthless garbage! What of that show need to salt the 
sight unseen! idiot would buy them all? places they're shooting, too! 


SEWING YOUR TRUE COLORS DEPT. 


Helping an 
FA Old Lady | 


Text 
Message 
Decoding 


Camping 
(Outside Best Buy 
for a Midnight 
Video Game 


Release) 


Angry 
Bird 
Watching 
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E 
Is your computer running frustratingly slow? Maybe it's the fact that you're too cheap to spring for anything but dial-up service. Or maybe the problem is viruses and cookies from all the sick 
sites you visit. (Yes, we mean you, Caldwell! We beg you to get the treatment you so obviously need!) Either way, if you haven't visited the MAD blog recently, we're here to help. Here's... 
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Arguments 0.J. Simpson's 
Lawyers are Making 
for His Release 


Your honor, he's wasting the best | 
murdering years of his life! 


He's heard the McRib is back — | 
but only for a limited time! p 
He's eager to respondto | 
Martha Stewart's Match.com ad! 


He sees a lot of himself 
in Chris Brown and would 


love to mentor the kid. PT 


With Leslie Nielsen dead, 
now's the time for a Nordberg- E 


centric Naked Gun sequel! 


He wants to run for Congress! 
in South Carolina — those 
people will elect anyone! 


He wants to make wine 
<4 in a clean toilet for once! 
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WHAT IS THE HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS 


COUNTRY'S MOST MAD Fo LD- -I mM 
REALISTIC HOPE 


OF BALANCING ZIAN 
N \ 
THE BUDGET? hb. y 
FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS! 
E» FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT {EJ FOLD BACK SO THAT “A” MEETS “B” 


Bad Times Are Now On All of Us. To Attack This 
PEA di Must Be Our Only Object 


— PTA 


= 
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WHAT IS THE 
COUNTRY'S MOST 
REALISTIC HOPE 
OF BALANCING 
THE BUDGET? 


FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS! 


LAUNCH A KICK- 
STA RTER 
CAMPAIGN FOR 

UN CLE 

SAM 

DG 


For the ultimate experience in coolness, denial and hypocrisy, visit... 


Barack Obama's 


a 


© Bask in the warm tropical sun... 
hotter than a flaming embassy 


o Collect your 


thoughts...while we 
collect-your phone records 


© Relax with the peace of mind 
that you can afford it... and 
we know; we've seen your taxes 


Your stress levels 
will plummet — 
and:so will your 
approval ratings! | 
pp ae g | 


